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When power corrupts, poetry cleanses.
— J. F. Kennedy, 1963
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Winning Hearts and Minds: War Poems by Vietnam Veterans®\»9) 24D, JiEEt-OEMR
%Wbtﬂ%#&Wént DId 197244, BAFAED 3FROZ L TH B, ZOFFEIFIEIC
LR RORAD S DTRZWA, FHTR&RELOFZHESL LTonEEbN LI EDN
B2 5O TWw5, “Winning Hearts and Minds” &1Z, XM F2REOLEEET S &V =K
THY, HANMFLATOREFRRKIC KL 2 PElflkz AT 588 LT, AREBUT & SEEHH
DELHAWZE#¥ETH S, Larry Rottmann, Jan Barry, Basil Paquet® = AD#wHZ I VN b )G
BRILT, COFEIIEHE Z 2O TIBHOEMIGREPND bNTWD, TDH)HD 21K
L5350, 1RV M FLAELOENTH 5 MERDORPIIFFEOEITR W S ITXRIT,
DEEZZOTFEHLZZTOFELSOLRTVLEY, COFEOTITH, OLIHEZEHD
THWVEHiZ 52175 2 LIC R bR EFAOELICER 2 RZEE R/ L2 LI3HETH S,
N F AWFFORBO—DIF, JHEILFEAD, BRI, 20EZFETD, ZOWFIZTONT
DOFrHEERTTELIE, TheiFEl LTI LT TELZ LIZH B, Winning Hearts
and Minds (WHAM) TIAT DA% IR 2 RS MUt ) 72008 000 X A 550 hicid, 19944F 1257
DT ) vy 7 —E %%} 72 Yusef Komunyakaa ® Neon Vernacular (Wesleyan, 1993) %
L ELT, 74 ABEFMC BT 2 4 OZEEMD D 5o WFZiLFHOLEIE, Tim
O'Brien®°Larry Heinemann, Philip Caputo® ®/NHITI E B2 SFEH SN L Z &3 WA, JaRE
DFE, G TEINMFAEHFLFEEFEL LTRTRELRVWNEZHOTWLEFR LY,
PSRBT FLBETHFLHESIHITTVEIERICIE, X FAY Y Fo—24 (R A
FeEfERE) 2> S b EN G VRER A, BHAREE LTOHBZNY KT 72012, XM FAT
DOWALP B10ED L) BIZIEO KD 7 L F 708 v~ DR BfEik (1983, 1989), 7 v
v () KEHEABIE L2z RkE (1991), 911LEMBOT 7 A=A 8 ¥ ~OZEEIT X 5 WK
B (2001). £hizki< 4 7 7S (2003) &, WHFKEE LTEHLBEOEFT) 2T LT
LAREDEEND 5o FHREiF Az bid, XM FARSE2 LM T L3 L REBT & H
B ZNEXZHHBFNTH L THMLCGHLZHEZERICEEBRRA 2 FE2RLTRDI ) LidL %
o7z
Winning Hearts and Minds & B3¢ L7z RELFFAD% { A5, Vietnam Veterans Against
the War (VVAW N b ARG SOTT 2B EOR)DRBTHo72Z &b, #eEHlZ
ETCIORFORFLZMBOANTLIZHSE L) EFAHILELDBDRNEEZFHANS Z &2
T&%, LLZDZ LI, »NOOFESKRINITIRICEBLINE L o TV T, &KMNH
SEIEMN K EROD LICEFAE LTHL2E VLI L2 ERL &\ Winning Hearts
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and MindsHh S HEFNARENFAO—A. W. D. Ehrhartid, & ZIZEBE N TV BIEHDIZ
EAENRFEVI I L, ZRULCONIIROTBIIZVWELORY, LA, LOFAEY ZE
DEFFICLADDEZETF ) WHAMIZIZ, TERPHPNIERIEICND 5MTWDHDT, &
TERER OB WIF R ICATIEM ARG L L D ICHAL LTOREZRE TR EIFEIN TV L, &
DNRELADEDTEIDOHRETHSH L LTH, TNHMICZZHHIT [RYUDEEH ] BSEDLH %
bOPEEMPLE LMD ZERTELDTELVES ) Do (BT, XFIH L & B 1EMPIHIE
SEIHTH %)
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TIAT 4 v 7 DAL (body bag) 1ZEHICE > THRFOBMOZRMTH Y, TD LI %
EBETLLDONDEY LEHE LTS, ¥4 bL2S, “Dick Nixon, I Am Lt. John Stulett,
US. Army, Ist Cav. Div." & Z0F F—EEPH2L =27 Y Y KKRBEIZWTLTFHRE R>TWS
YEmDid %o WHITHES NI BIEEGD, ZaEBMW, RENIIEE > TR HELLD0IC,
HRWOERD S SNTITMEKICHA TS L) RIDOLLDRY 2, FRELHITHFLTWY

%o (TEEIZ19714EICHRSE, DicklZRichard ®F#5.)

We could suffer for your eyes too, Dick. But would you trade / them for dead eyes in a
second? You ask us over here to do it for you over there / for nothing.
What does it mean? / We'll end the war with honor, you say Dick?
Dying while we stand in line to leave is just like dying for / no reason at all. . ..
(WHAM 60)

FAEIZ. “Walk” (Charles M. Purcell) & X N72ROFFEE, FBREVEL L TR 2B Mr #
BLTwa, fitk,. BEMfLZAVTWD &, BRI ﬁhfuéﬁ@@:‘ﬁ®m#ﬁ A
bo W TIE, KrF 3 ’C‘ﬁf LNTAREOAREN SRV RE L2 F FTERLA TN L
ZRWHL, 22956 —RICHGOESANEFIERENL, T0FERICAL L, KhoR)IETL

T 2> 5 R R D) < =7V Y RBEEICEFHISHTELNE, TNETERZTOHNTE
TWEDORKEF L SWIZRILO, B EICHAEITON T TIRZHWIBITEY L, Tofb
DICRAKDEKRZ TNZNOHIRIZE YR LTI NE W) L, b7 b 28 Lkt TE 728~
DRBELRED Lo TV,

In the-quiet dignified houses Nixon flashes on T.V.

Smiling his asinine smile and waving his asinine wave

While men lie along the road like so much garbage.

If only a trade could be made / Send the garbage and leaves to Nam

Send the corpses to suburbia. (WHAM 107)

WIZHET B 013, EIGICES N LD, FESPHUSOBEVWEALOEZ 2 ERAIC LT
RN INZ LS E0R N UNLR 8220 F 5L 72Julian Knaster® “i fail to be
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mesmerized” &\ ) fEf. L2 L—, KF#HIE, BEC 20723007010 —ETHHT S
ClBEDDBDEL)D BT ERMOL Lo ENDRERVERDOETD 5,

1 fail to be mesmerized / by the american flag, / or churches / or temples,

or synagogues, / or men no better than i / or you /. ...

1 wonder if at times / the president / ever takes a moment to weep.

(WHAM 108)

Michael Casey®fEd “On Death” 7> 5 D&ED —1To NbFLAADT-ELHRKALITEHRT S
BECEZEDICSINAEFTEO, B Oy LT, RS TUNRORDEY . lAARASR
ALTzhoTwd, BELLRN NIV EMENZF) FOAE HIZ L7z, ORI AEN
HRIMBE e o7eds, bokKSLE, HEbHDO L) ZBOLRETABIMNENLDEAH
PR LIZE EDOW7-F NS, 2O % “a Public obscenity” 255ZUIALIT L TV 5,

I don't want in death to be a Public obscenity like this. (WHAM 55)

WHAM O D — N TH 5Basil Paquetid, BKIKDIEADE % “Morning—A Death” 1254
OTWh, ZNREWHAM®D % Th - £ b EWEtliz 2 72D —2TH A2 THRL, £
OB EN DT D DX F LARFOFOT B I =18 FT LV TIVIFEEFHS L Tw
LImEILFF AOREET D Do WHOKICBGTOMGTLHZHAADL S, KOIZWEN» S L
BESTIhh ol MEEZAERL o2 = VTR TIHARICH LAALD, KORWITH
GOHRIIGHRO VW F T2 572, BHTORLAZREIZE THATL BEMTH %,

You are dead just as finally / As your mucosity dries on my lips
In this morning sun. / I have thumped and blown into your kind too often,

I grow tired of kissing the dead. . ..

I grow so tired of jostled litters / Filling the racks, and taking off
Your tags and rings, pulling out / Your metal throats and washing
Your spittle down with warm beer at night,

So tired of tucking you all in, / And smelling you all on me for hours.

(WHAM 22-23)

WO, ZOMWL SEEMICLZDDIEE WA, David V. Connolly® “No Lie, GI” 1%, ¥
BCOREET Iy 72— T7HICHCZE T, SDRABVEEDOR YY) OFEITHN L WH O
[FEELRENRD ] LB FIRSEEHMRZIE L S5, BIFRHEIBIEH SN, BUSh LB
Twa bk, 2tz 2, MERLTIEHGICEZ O» 2w EBBBROZE WL 25T
W7z, ConnollylZBE BT HRATE O E LTHREL, REBIIVVAWORR L LTH
ZEEHT T D,

We had a deal, he and I, of no bullshit between us.

If one of us got wounded, / the other wouldn't lie.
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So when he got hit / and he asked me, “How’s my leg?”
I looked him straight in the eye / and told him, “It’s fine.”
It looked fine to me, laying over there, looked as good as new.

(Lost in America 20)

W. D. Ehrhartld, SZZE L FIREIC, KEO RO 28 L) - TR BRICEBH AR L7z 3l
BRI D FAJRE L R D05 ZO8» HRIIEZ OG- OFREMEICESAAS S L. ARLKED,
[HHOP# O 7202 aE 25 2 L RICEWEdid R v] v BIFREELSEY S5/
Tl FLTERENOFLEZEDLNT LT 5722 ENOEHZDORKY % “Fragment: 5 September
1967" LV O EMICHEZ I LT b,

And youthful dreams lay dead / Amid spent cartridges and broken bodies
Littering the earth.

After that, there was no innocence; / And there was no future to believe in.
(WHAM 33)

& »— N, Larry Rottmann® “APO 96225"* 2%, k& ZoFKiKEEDTHKD P Y ELY O
L&, W& 22T 32 RKEO AN E IR0 &2 ®M LITRLTWwb, —H
2—E T AGEETEN, EITHN L% KREREEANOHH 2 kv,

When he had time, he wrote home and said, / “Sure rains here a lot.”
But his mother, reading between the lines,

Wrote, “We're quite concerned. Tell us / what it’s really like.” . ...
So the next time he wrote, / “Today I killed a man.

Yesterday I helped drop napalm on women and

children. Tomorrow we are going to use / gas.” *Army Post Office &5

7 5 DY) —WOFAHUIT LT, BF2ET LB, AL LzHFE v, Thk
i, MERLEZD, TELOWLHIZF S—2EEE L) &, BP0 FERELEIRL L.
LPUE, ZALTFRIEIBIAR Y a v 7252272572 L5-oT&7, #R. BFOREH»S
DOFMRFZELEDY DL WILONFIZE->TLE 572,

So, after a while, the young man wrote, “Sure rains a / lot here...” (WHAM 9)

AT UHERET B LI N FARSLFEO FEIIZ ML OB LFEOEE L 1T [5B4
R DD DHRDIES ) e WAFLREGFITEY M LA DADILEORY) 2, Zh L3,
AL, &0 DI RIS L S0 R ERE & DS T 2281 3 55 L WIB I,
BRICONR I FARFICRONIZZ L Tldhh o7z LAL, DA TN M FLAEBGIZREY AT N
SFHLIRDHEE T2 D DR ORFE IO 5 7% H1F, I, 19714FEICEF N O E i E L
ENTER [(Ryy Ty - R=3=X] (HP#BREAE) ONEPFEIN-Z LR, TEPE
BA [~7F~<JmEEEk] (1997) TEALTWA LI, ZOBFDTHENICHL L OIETE
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DES SN TW2Z &, B, TRWIRS ] LIHEN2 8 kR & 58 L2 Xl o
TSP S RIS L — FTE RG2Sz o LI RIIc, Buko BT % finlg S 1,
feER bR SBA S AT 722 & BT, R L 728 TRRA TV o 72T L To
AVH, BHORETDPEEKRS 22 ENOFRERP BT 5N 5. 205 0BHVEIINZ, ThE
THRDZ L LB LTI ER AT ENDL) M, KRED, N F AR 27 EAr D
HoH3TIEHRoT Iz, WHAM»HMFEL, P, FIBER %2 583 Litl) T % Ehrhart
@ “A Relative Thing” (1972) 13X OBHELRED 2RO X HITHXIEKL T2,

We are the ones you sent to fight a war / you didn’t know a thing about.

It didn’t take us long to realize / the only land that we controlled

was covered by the bottoms of our boots.

When the newsmen said that naval ships / had shelled a VC staging point,
we saw a breastless woman / and her stillborn child. . ..

We have been Democracy on Zippo raids, / burning houses to the ground,
Driving eager amtracs through new-sown fields. . . .

We are the ones you sent to fight a war / you did not know a thing about—
those of us that lived / have tried to tell you what went wrong.

Now you think you do not have to listen.

We are your sons, America, / and you cannot change that.

When you awake, / we will still be here. (Carrying the Darkness 95-97)

ZZTO “relative” ZEHEHFIE. [KAZBRZENTETH, MOD A IR0
EWVIHFBICED LFMNT S, R/l bBHE®RL LTWAZOWRS, TOWMMIZHEDATR
Tebhvbhi i, ZNTE L2720 TFHOTT L. DFE. N M FARSRITH L TREAH
o TR BT EREAICER LERMIZ I ICES 2Wvwhs, ZofEM Tk cokEnilL
7Ty, TND 72O LT Iet, W LEEL LT EDTMEEE) & LavokER—A~
OB %, RRENERSNBNENSLZ EANOGRE LT, BFIZLALbDOTH S, wBEHEICH
% “sons” \ZOWTIE, MAFRICHER 2 &) HZRBPEELOMHM L 2ITWS5 N, & LARSEIR
IZHAENG X9 i ez LofiEdbH 5. 2oL 19804 ke y M Lizuy 7 -
T—T4AM TNV—RA AT Y7 AT 4—>® “Born in the U. S. A" OHEAS, [50NT A
V7] OBIGERWE R 72D L — 77 2 KSR I RO Z Sh/z2 L L bI@EL Tw
5o F72. “sons” BB EEICREENS Z EIZDOWTIE, EhrhartB &, SR Z2H LKA
TIEAN N F A2 1 5000 N D KE AL EDREE L CO I RENOREEN Loz L %, 2OK
726 HH O#FF4EVan Devanter and Furey, eds., Visions of War, Dreams of Peace (1991) ASHihK
ENE ZIZFDOFELTHELI TV S, “A Relative Thing” DFEENSIMERDZ L TH b,
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NhFLRREZOXAEADREL

RARAGHN IR S N2 WHAM O IE, 72 b OA~ORMi, Mz %ko7-2 L oL
AR, HO7bx ZOWFIRE Y AARZELZEAORY 23T ARL, BETHLT) 7R KM
ANEHG72HERUARE LTROD7AMERDEL CE TN TS, 196652 5674 I PR R
& L CTHEHE L 7zHerbert Krohn®F ., HICNMFLARRLEPNOOATEE T —< L LTV,
KD “Farmer’s Song At Can Tho” 1&. FEEZLZXMFLAAD, BRELTOEN LEX ZKAT
bOTH 5,

What is a man but a farmer / Bowels and a heart that sings

Who plants his rice in season / Bowing then to the river.

I am a farmer and I know what I know. / This month’s harvest is tall green rice.
Next month’s harvest is hordes of hungry beetles.

How can peace be in a green country? (WHAM 91)

[f U { Krohn® “Letter and Conversation” I, X N & N 5 K2 T2 FROER
BEoTWwh,
Do you have “my* wife” in States? / How long you stay Saigon? / Maybe ti-ti*.
Maybe beaucoup. / I like you too much. / And I no say I love you too much!
Next time you come to New York Bar / 1 love you too much.

Now you buy me Saigon tea*?

My darling, / I write to you this letter / by many small candle
then I cry many sweat. / You see where they fall / on my letter?
Maybe after one year you go back States—
no sweat. / Maybe V.C. fini you— / I be very sad. (WHAM 79)
*my 7 AU A, titi 0 A L2, Saigon tea : N — TGIABIFICEETIHEY DS LIET VI —
VEEL VC i [xbar] 7y 3

o7 ZEEIIH LT, ZORELDEMZ 572, BALVEHTIED 5205, TOERAL S
EiE HEPMARDOPDRLRNI EIlh ol RIMALT ) 7 EDXFBOD R, FELNH
BN, ZEE T, HELPNEBNR I VERICRZ TS, HPLek LTl &) LiZLawAN
P AANOBITEMIC D VR E, RIFICIZLT—ET7T 2B T TR L 720, Ehrhart®
“Guerrilla War” T 5%,

It’s practically impossible / to tell civilians / from the Vietcong.
Nobody wears uniforms. / They all talk / the same language. . ..

Even their women fight; / and young boys, / and girls.
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It’s practically impossible / to tell civilians / from the Vietcong;

After a while, / you quit trying. (Carrying the Darkness 93-94)

NI FLARKOHEDHPR I VT, Hhd L vy Bk, 20 HHZF 5729012
TR TH-> TWB DT, REHENLEL TEVIT VDR, FAIIMD7-OIZH> TWDB D
B &) BENCE AT T { o David Connolly® “The Guerrilla” &, Z D&M 222 & 55D T
wlE, BObREPRBBRETHLIL2RBOI 225 kb EEHLTWS, 22 TD
His&id, d—F3I >, FREKRFELBOINRNITFLAAZLBLTVREDTHAH, XN 2L
RHENNFLAOT) 7 EHARD LR EEOKCE AN M ABUFE L, BIRGREGHE L &
i, L2LESFHNICEEEOZVWbILbIWIL L DRAF, WO RFEEZDOPNLLEZHT
BWHSGEH, & I TSH %,

His people were dying daily / to free their land.
I fought for people who / would not fight for themselves
His war was against foreigners, / better armed and fed, but without his conviction.
I saw very quickly / that we were the invader.
His people supported him; / he gave himself to them and they to him.
I was hated / by the people I fought for. . ..
(Lost in America 62)

C DRFHPRIEE ST TH B Z LIZOWTE, REPF LHFERFOXH THA M- 2 12EE
LCTW/219624E 123 Clzhe® It & L CTHEH L 72Jan Barry (WHAM O D — N) H%. “In the
Footsteps of Ghenghis Khan” O THISIZLTWb, XM F2ADBEEZWMY 235, DT
COMEXWLEL) ELZEY TN, OLOHE, 77 A, HAOZRIZH TR > TE 720D
PREINZE 72, &6

We went about our military duties, / setting up special forces headquarters

where once a French Foreign Legion post had been, / obvious to the irony

of Americans walking in the footsteps / of Genghis Khan.

Unencumbered by history, / our own or that of 13"™-century Mongol armies

long since fled or buried / by the Vietnamese,

in Nha Trang, in 1962, we just did our jobs:

replacing kepis with beret, “Ah, so!” with “Gawd! Damn!” (WHAM 6)
*Kepi @ 77 v ABEHILOIET | beret : KREEFEFFZBHEO XL —IH

Barryld, “Thap Ba” EWIHERTIX. 7V 7 DEHRD 5 b2 B THET 22 L0 &
ZENTH WD, DIPHROKREN) LD, THEDERE S OF v AEDOSERE 2 BH L
THERIZZR S TWA I, TOEINMFARRANOKRENZ X 2EFTHOEREL TR - T
bo (&3HIH)

The old Cham temple of Thap Ba, / the local say it's a thousand years / old,
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older than this stilted Anglo-/ Saxon language I use
Older they say than the use of bullets, ballots, and the printing / press
older than the air plane and the bomb older than napalm
was hit yesterday by a twenty-year-old / helicopter pilot / fresh from the states
Who found it more ecstatic than the firing range / for testing his guns

(WHAM 51)

NP FARRBEFOPTRHICH LG UL L B2 RUIZT 5. WHAMD#HiETHH Y. /N
PR E L TOHIHHE L T b Rottmannld, BEMEED X A%, HEEA&EE - TEIADT
L5 REFRHE P O W RO MY 2147 5 720 199341213 £ ) L 7236 & b 72 Voices

from the Ho Chi Minh Trail #5383 L CTWwb, RIZHIJH$ % “A Porter on the Trail” I,
Rottmann H & 258 B> 72 R H o 7256, L2 BT XM F 2 NOFEBRHEZ. £OAWIC
B Rbo T FCHAELZAEmTH Lo WFH, A—F I - PLAV Ov—1) 2ty
ERXIMZEANEZ LTV 2O M A AT, 704 TROBARMEEZ LTz, v
DHEBHVTWID, K v b VRS

In 1966, / when I started down the trail, / I carried a copy of

The Poem of Walt Whitman in my rucksack.

I am not a learned man, / and I know only / two poems by heart:

“Kim Van Kieu,”* and “Song of Myself.” PR T L DT DO

“Kieu” D Z L I1ENRMFLAADFED DHI > TW72dS, 4 v b=y “Song” ([1Z< HH DMK
[BoFE] ) Z2FED G2 AHEIDP L7250 L2ABHLH. FH ol TCIxHiE
WCL720T, BfimiTazz, L L2 OXKEALLIL “Song of Myself” 2 F -7z HIH %R0
7ov LWVIHEETH L, BFPIS, L2bMEORAOFOGRABIEEZ T AR 2T S
2EOEH. TOXALDOHEORIRE 2K LI T NS, LEKOHBLEIALLEZIITY
éxf<é$‘%@E%wiﬁwg&%wktwk%%OI#&oLTA% W5 B TN — L
RHERZWET DANERZVENDL DD ) o FAMVREERIE, XM FAOFALLOBETY
H5b

I wondered / how a nation / that gave birth to Walt Whitman
could also produce / napalm and Agent Orange.
He wrote, / “This is the grass that grows / wherever the land is and the water is,

This is the common air / that bathe the globe.”
(Franklin, The Vietnam War 223)

RMADER—FELDREL

AEGCMEDTIH L 720 55 AEhrhart D g OFE s “Full Moon™ 121, ME2%ERRE & L
TR DM FACRE SNIZEZOIEE X M AANAPEN TV D, FEEO/S 8 —)L THRUZH <
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HLeH, HHP D OFTIE, ETHlli- A - 3R ah o7z, &,
Strange, in the bright moon / He did not seem an enemy at all.

He had arms and legs, a head. ... and a rifle. / I shot him. (WHAM 14)

SRR, FNDWPFHAEOEIT, FEADT—FITH & LIF 72 DH “Making the Children Behave”
ThHbo ZZTIEELOMEMREIZHADIERBE L TWVDH, IZLDIRIAMERIEZLTH AR
Motz LALEGTIE, XMFAA EKIEFEDEOHICE, RTBEOHG 2L HRE
FEERTWICRZ TV TiEEWw R, LS TWwD, (51H)

Do they think of me now / in those strange Asian villages

where nothing ever seemed / quite human / but myself

and my few grim friends / moving through them / hunched / in lines?
When they tell stories to their children / of the evil

that awaits misbehavior, / is it me they conjure? (Carrying the Darkness 97)

%, 19854F121% U CEhrhart 5@ i NI M F A2 AL, XM T A DF AL OZE
DEED o720 ZITIEHLOTHDo72Z Lid, DNOHAKREDRER & LA FIC XL ML
TWwab I o7z, BIZHIHLIZHRA v PR VFHEOEGRE BIIETHETH v, Bikoy;
T— ANDOEMOF ADY “Making the Children Behave” O X b F2ERZHIY H LT, ZoEH
(kA &3z, EhrharthSHG 72 LB 2 5 L. £DF ATe Hanhid, [N M F2A3H] L3ELT
EPNLHGECHFELHE, ~ROFEH/LRLT, TENEHATIIL WV EE 572 “Questions
Underground” & W) BOFELE 5720 ZTITEFHHT D ANVTEDS L2 M 2AOTE
bOHMBD L DOKRIEA A= IHHHAN TV, ZOTEDEPHEOT TRV TWIRE L3,
% SZEhrhartA B L TW @) o b 072572,

When there are no more bombs to the children of the South,
shall I be let to go on the earth again?
Why do you ask, little one. ../ I want to see the sky, Mother, are the clouds blue?

When there are no more bombs, / shall you let me go up on the earth again?
Why do you keep asking, little one. ../ I want to see the Yankee,

Mama, does it look like a human being? ¢’
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