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Shrine Architecture in Nishitokyo City
—Sanctuaries and Prayer Halls—
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Abstract In 2009, students of Japan Women’s University, supervised by Professor Kenji Suzuki, conduct-
ed a survey of extant shrine architecture in Nishitokyo City. The sanctuaries (honden) of the tutelary shrines
are in the ikkensha nagarezukuri style (with a gable roof and canopy top), not large in scale. Differences
in the weathering and the styles of the parts of the sanctuary indicate that repairs have been, and continue
to be, carried out. Some of the prayer halls (haiden) show an architectural style contemporary with the
sanctuary while others are newer. The roofs have been more recently repaired. The involvement of
wood-carving craftspeople is also evident in the extensive carving seen, for example, in Tanashi Shrine and
it is clear that Edo design and technology have been brought to this region by these architectural crafts-
people.
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