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Abstract During the Meiji period, many villas were built in Kamakura, after the German doctor

Erwin von Bilz recommended the town as an ideal place for summering and sea-bathing. In this study, I
establish the villas’ distribution tendency from the 1912 records of the villas’ location and their owners’
status and occupation. I also use city maps to examine the process of urbanization. Many of the early
aristocrats’ villas were built in existing residential areas near the seashore. In the later years of the Meiji
era, the construction near the station of increasing numbers of Naval principal residences expanded
existing residential areas. At the same time, the development of aristocratic villas on the seashore
extended and modernized the Southern district for the first time since the medieval period.
Keywords : Kamkura, Meiji period, villa, aristocracy, naval housing
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