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Examination of the Concept of “Expansivity” to Promote Inter-professional Collaboration
— A successor to the “Review Council on Stopping Abuse and Providing Parental Support” —
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Abstract In order to create a draft for a new project, the author positioned the topic of child abuse as a * runaway
object' (Engestrom) and surveyed the concepts of the four generations of activity theory (objects, units of analysis,
learning and agency concepts, and typical intervention methods). The author then scrutinized the requirements of
the "expansivity" concept. Change laboratories have become mainstream in recent years, but N. Hopwood did not
use them in research on childcare assistance settings; instead, he promoted transformative agency through double
stimulation. The author proposes the following framework for a successor project: (1) Intervention methods are not
necessarily limited to change laboratories, (2) Continuing interdisciplinary dialogue meetings, and (3)
Interconnecting with local abuse prevention/childcare assistance efforts and national and local government policies.
These are consistent with the heterogeneous and scattered activities that characterize the fourth generation of
activity theory and the fostering of cooperative initiatives in both horizontal and vertical directions.
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Fig. 1 General model of an activity system

(Engestrom, 2015)
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Fig. 2 Sequence of learning actions in an expansive
learning cycle (Engestrém, 2015)
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Fig. 3 General model of double stimulation
(Sannino, 2021)
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Fig. 4 Attitudinal Survey: “Do you think that
this country is amenable to giving birth
and raising children?” (Cabinet Office 2020)
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