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A Study Analyzing Shizue Yoshimi’s Discourses
Part 1: Focusing on Her Studies and Practice before the War
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Abstract Shizue Yoshimi graduated from the Department of English at Japan Women's University in 1919. After
several years as an English teacher, she became a Japanese teacher for foreign missionaries, and she was dispatched
by the Kobokan to the United States in 1927. She studied social work and law on its administration at the New York
College of Social Work. After returning to Japan, she became the director of the Kobokan. After the War, she became
the first director of the Childcare Division of the Children's Bureau of the Ministry of Health and Welfare, and she
was tasked with addressing various issues related to child welfare services. This paper examines Shizue Yoshimi's
prewar history from her studies at Japan Women's University, the New York School of Social Work, her observations
at Greenwich House, and her practice at the Kobokan. The Department of Social Work was established at Japan
Women's University while Yoshimi was a student, and although Yoshimi graduated from the Department of English
Literature, she presumably somewhat understood the importance of social work and a Montessori education. Given
that Jinzo Naruse was the director throughout Yoshimi's time at the University, she may have been greatly influenced
by Naruse's farewell lecture and the Three Principles. Research confirmed that she acquired knowledge of various
activities from the New York School of Social Work, where she studied, and Greenwich House, where she practiced,
that later led to her practice at the Kobokan. In the second

SRR part of this Stl.ld}'l, \'zve plan tc.) examine and bet.ter
Research Fellow understand Yoshimi's ideas on child welfare by analyzing

LSRR her discourses after the war.
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