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The Role of Nurses at Infant Home
— A Discussion Based on Historical Changes —
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Abstract Nurses, along with childcare workers, are responsible for providing care to children accepted by Infant
Home. However, there is a gap between the expertise and roles of nurses. The current study examined the staffing
and role of nurses in Infant Home in terms of the historical background, amended laws and changes in social
conditions, changes in facility functions, and changes in the circumstances leading to placement in such a facility.
When the facilities were founded, a nurse’s role was confined to providing medical assistance to children suffering
from conditions such as malnutrition or infectious diseases. However, a nurse’s role has changed to providing care
based on their medical expertise in situations where forming a secure attachment with a caregiver is difficult and in
cases of abuse, neglect, or where family support is not available. This transformation in nurses’ role appears to be
in response to changes in the societal function of Infant Home.
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Table 1: Changes in the roles of homes for infants 1
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Table 2: Changes in the roles of homes for infants 2
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