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The Practice of Utilizing a Single Activity to Depict Life Stages
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Abstract Childcare providers are required to have two types of abilities. The first is the practical ability to be
“present” in realistic scenes to respond flexibly to children or situations. The second is the ability to foresee that a
practice would be meaningful in subjects’ daily lives and the rest of their lives. The latter requires childcare providers
to know about the children’s families and the communities they live in. An activity involving a fingerplay song called
“Kakeru Kakeru” was compared in children and adults. Results suggested that the activity generated “an awareness
of learning” in children by “thinking and associating” and “expressing” their ideas about homonyms. The children
were interested and enjoyed the activity together. In contrast, the activity generated empathy in adults through “an
awareness of one’s self and others.” Thus, the current work discusses the possibility of using a single activity to
depict various life stages and it describes the practical use of that activity in a childcare setting.
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Dialog in lesson studies
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