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Potential for and Challenges of the El Sistema Musical Effort in Japan
— Focusing on the White Hands Choir —
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Abstract In 1975, a social policy called El Sistema was born in Venezuela in order to solve the problem of poverty
through music. Twenty years later, the White Hands Choir was started to ensure musical opportunities for the
disabled. The former has been implemented in Japan since 2012, and the latter since 2017. The purpose of the
current study was to ascertain the differences between the characteristics of efforts in Venezuela and Japan and to
examine the potential for and challenges of efforts in Japan. Although the social conditions and educational systems
in the two countries different, they inherited one of El Sistema's principles: "giving every child the opportunity to
make music." Japan flexibly implemented those efforts. In addition, El Sistema has social and educational aspects,
such as the encouragement of socialization and the development of a sense of community. An issue that was
identified was the spread of these efforts to various parts of Japan.
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