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The Significance of Narrative and Storytelling in Flour Babies.

R HET
Hinako EBIZUKA

E 9 &F5 Anne Fine (1947-) 3, Flour Babies (1992) TiTHN/Z5EY FICL B3N &, Hitx#@E L
THTONDBEH AW - bOELITHEOERLTIRFT L Td, KMETOFEY FIE=E0008ETHY, &
|2 Simon & Cartright JEAEDOBEEITER L TV D, D O LT &, &9 LAZEEY 2SN /22
& L CSimon DHEKDFEY FL LTABKTHLI EPHH L7z, 72, BEMEOEVWEY 21752 LT,

RETITONDL [75T— - XA =TV z7 b EWHIEBOROZEMR, Simon & ZDOMiERES
DR SHENDLEH LA LML I EDNTETVL I EDbhrolz, b8 T, EROL ) ICEEEDS
WEED ZATW RS b, bEDLEBS AW bICHREZ DT ST CTHROEBHOSETHELILZIRMEL TS
DLREOHEHO—DTH D, EANLSimontd [FE2] fTAZBELT, L5006 KANEMNELZ ZT
2 EDURIEEI LTV B,

*—J)—K:7v-T774, 3By, Y7 HNVEb

Abstract This work examines the narrator's narrative in Flour Babies (1992) by Anne Fine (1947-) and the
significance of the characters' acts of storytelling that take place through their diaries. The narrator in this work is
from a third-person perspective and mainly switches between the perspectives of Simon and Mr. Cartright. Analysis
of the narratives revealed that Simon's character was unqualified as a narrator, which is why such narratives were
chosen. Results also revealed that the highly objective narratives enabled the author to portray the diversity of the
Flour Baby Project that takes place in the work, and the diverse contours that emerge from the contrast between
Simon and the other pupils. Another feature of the story is that, while the narrative is highly objective as described
earlier, the characters are allowed to tell their stories in their own words through diaries. The protagonist Simon
presumably underwent a mental transformation from child to adult through the act of narrating.
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And somehow that set him thinking. He pulled
the flesh on the back of his hand up into a miniature
tent, and then let go. [...]

‘Not a very nice place to sit.’

Someone was stepping over him to get to the
urinals. But Simon, off on another tack, scarcely
heard. [...]

‘Can’t you find somewhere a bit more salubrious
to park yourself?’

The same fellow again, on his way out. Simon
paid no attention, his mind on other things. [...]

Neither the neighbours’ whispered comments
nor his mother’s sharp orders grazed Simon’s
consciousness. He was busy. Busy probing his
huge, lank body with a curiosity, a real wonder, he’d
never felt before.
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And now, in the stuffy detention room, the tunes
he’d thought of came back, one by one, and idled
through his mind as his pen tracked over the paper,
steadily setting down in his flour-baby diary
everything his mother had told him the night
before. When little snatches of song broke through
his clenched teeth in a soft whistling, Miss Arnott
didn’t bother to hush him. He wasn’t trying to
disturb the others, after all. He didn’t even seem
to realize he was doing it. ?
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She(Simon @ ) was joking, he(Simon)
supposed. But still, it was a thought. Having him
must have made all the difference. He’d come
along, a whole other person to be taken into
account. Real, too. Not just something like a flour
baby that could be shoved in a plastic bag to be kept
clean, without fetching up on some murder charge.
When had she realized how much trouble he was
going to be? ¥
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Each boy takes full responsibility for his flour
baby for the whole three weeks, keeping a diary to
chart his problems and attitudes. It’s quite
interesting what comes out. It’s fascinating what
they learn,
parenthood.?

about themselves and about
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‘Yeh! People with babies have to be totally
unhinged.’
‘Barking mad.’
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It was Sajid, as usual, who put the point over
most coherently.

‘I mean, they stroll around all day with these real
ones tucked under their arms that keep bawling
and messing and having to have their bums wiped

‘Not just their bums!” interrupted Henry. ‘My
mum says you have to keep wiping their noses.’

‘Grotesque!” ¥
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“The more flour babies I can cram in, the more
money [ make.’

Simon was mystified.

‘Money?’

Sajid turned to stare.

“This isn’t going to be a charity créche,” he told
Simon sternly. ‘If I'm taking responsibility, I'm

taking money. That’s business.” ©
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‘Having a baby by accident!”’

‘Strick!”

‘T'd never have one by accident. Never!’

Bill Simmons seemed almost in tears at the idea.

‘It’s horrible even to think about. One careless
moment and then — hell on wheels!’

Gwyn clearly agreed with him. [...]

‘And it might not even be your fault,’

he warned them all conspiratorially. There was

sheer consternation at the thought that anyone
present might end up with a baby through no real
fault of his own. For the second time in under three
weeks, 4C fell absolutely silent. ?
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Mr Cartright gazed out at the worried faces, all
struggling with the idea of having to defend
themselves against the terrible dangers on the
horizon. Only one member of the class didn’t seem
swept up in the general anxiety, and that was
Simon Martin. Simon was sitting chewing his pen
and staring thoughtfully out of the window. He’d
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been quiet throughout the whole hubbub. ¥
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‘What was I like?’

His mother sucked a stray bean off her fingertip.

‘When?’

‘When I was a baby.’ [...]

Simon propped the flour baby up in front of him,
and stared at her beautiful round eyes. He felt sour
all over suddenly.”

RO & 912,

Z O¥W T, Simon 1 H & DX/ % H 72212
TI)— - XA =% HO8HTWwW5, Simon (x%)4
BB THT - 7226, HEPBIZHE TS
NEEEETBY, ZOZEHFERTHOHEERKD
KL% >TwWhb, Simon 13757 — - XA V—% R,
T, BHOHPMEEZ DL EHNE L, FOMFIE
LHIZETENGPHOBRE 75T — - N4
V—IlERADE WL LRz A, 72, 75
J— - RAEE—DOMFELTEEOEHOFE > 2RE
EEREDETN A,

Last night, when I was rocking her in my arms,
Mum said I reminded her of someone. She didn’t
say who, and I didn’t have to ask.'”
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I went round and told that woman next door I
wasn’t getting much sleep, and she went totally
unpicked. I only just managed to get off the
doorstep ahead of the lava. I don’t understand
people with babies, really I don’t.!?
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What got me most about the flour babies was
how sneaky people are. They go round pretending
they’re just being friendly and chatting to you, but
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really they’re telling you you ought to be doing
things differently. ‘Tl tell you how I coped with
mine,” they say, smiling creepily. Or, ‘What I found
worked best was this.” And you're supposed to
smile back, and pretend you're so thick you haven't
realized that they’re telling you off.
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Simon broke off. He wasn’t sure how to describe
the next bit. [...]

And now, in the stuffy detention room, the tunes
he’d thought of came back, one by one, and idled
through his mind as his pen tracked over the paper,
steadily setting down in his flour-baby diary
everything his mother had told him the night
before.’®

ZOBIHOEHEIZ Simon 2SR EE WY 22255 HRt %
TENTWEZ A, EOL)IZENTVYWhR bR
PR FIEDLETH Do Simon XD, HEY
DEEERB LGRS ZNIZONTEZ TV, #
LT, FIHOZEREHO L HI1IZ, BuHLARES
HRCICHE D 2O EZ BB T DTH L, &
D X 9|2 Flour Babies D Clx, HeARANR LD
DOR L DNEDLALZ T, HEZ IO EE

BRIEFT2EE2S, GAFIEALTDICEHDE
AEEHTLEAANEHEZLZ T D, — %
FEIEROMERTIX, TOWNEDHIIRE L ERE
ON, REICBVWTIEFWAAELY S [#E] AT
HBEZDOLDIHVWERAEVWEFTATVRLIDELEZ
55, Simon ZIZ L E LT, 75 ADEFEH
&L 78, bbb [FEL] 2 E&MLT,
HYDE z % HF L S0 EN R ELZZIF T 5
DTHb,

3. [83] CEDES

T, 20 [FBY ] 2@ L TGEZ > 72 0ENLRE
ALEITTH B0 TFIE, RKERICBITLRAE
TFEDIIOWTENENEREZEZ Do
AECHTL BRANETEL ZER_IBIC, &D
BN 2OEESOEIPNLIRRICH L TOEZ
DENTH 5o HLD Cartright FoAEIFHED ZI1Th
DEFERED SN2 7 T AR L2 FVvTn
W, b ZE, 77— - RXAfE=TFOT s b
ol L CTHERE BICZES A O NZBRICENTW 5
BT xR 5,

Up until now, Mr Cartright had not really noticed
that many compensations came his way for having
to teach 4C. But now he saw that most of them,
even if they weren’t all that bright, did at least
make the effort to stay chirpy.!
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Simon propped the flour baby up in front of him,
and stared at her beautiful round eyes. He felt sour
all over suddenly. Suppose his dad was able to see
the future. Did that make up for Simon not being
able to see the past? Anyone who’d ever met their
real dad could put it together somehow. Take off
some middle-aged spread. Wipe out a few wrinkles.
Add a bit of hair. But if you’d never so much as seen
the man - [...]

‘And how was I supposed to know he was going
to walk out on me? Women don’t always get a
week’s notice, you know!” 1
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By creating stories or constructing lies, Erica
and Kitty become honorary authors, gaining in
self-confidence and subjectivity through increased

possibility for self-expression.'®

As in A Pack of Liars, storytelling, although
dubious in its implications, finally allows the
protagonists to accept the situations in which they
find themselves and find a creative and
entertaining solution to the problem of
unhappiness, transforming that which is pain fully
or makes them unhappy into something safe,
productive and empowering. (ibid.)
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