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Abstract We investigated the furniture remaining in the Meikei-ryd Dormitory, the oldest existing dormitory
building at Japan Women’s University JWU). We found that the study desks, chests of drawers, glass shelves,
and long desks were made in the 1920s, which can be used to some extent as a standard for determining the age
of the furniture in the dormitory. In addition, the “culture of equivalent products” (dé-t6-hin bunka) of the
furniture at JWU at that time can be seen, and it is possible that a common standard existed in the dormitories of
the University. These pieces of furniture have the same characteristics as the furniture shown by the Ministry of
Education’s Alliance for the Improvement of Living Conditions (seikatsu kaizen domei-kai), and are utilitarian
objects with little ornamentation. In other words, the furniture was influenced by the housing improvement
movement, which was a national policy at the time, and can be evaluated as having historical value.
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