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Zoshigaya Study 16: Coordinated Management of Neighboring Parks Based
on a Visitor Use Survey
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Abstract This study focused on seven parks located in a densely built wooden houses area in Zoshigaya, Tokyo.
It surveyed the actual use of the parks and ascertained why visitors used the parks. The results showed that
the quality of the park's facilities was not a major factor determining usage rates of the park. Children tend to
gather at the largest park in the area, and then frequently move to other parks after meeting their friends. On the
other hand, elderly people tend to visit parks with more friends. Therefore, the most important reason for specific
park choice was revealed to be the presence of acquaintances. For future park planning, we organized seven
neighboring parks by “target audience" and "intended use," and proposed specific development policies for the
parks. The study considered that urban centers with many small parks would be better suited to a plan that
decentralized functions and encompassed all park functions throughout the region. It also opened the prospect of
not having to cram all functions into one park.
Keywords: urban park, park selection, park management, Coordinated Development Plan (CDP) of park,
public-private partnership
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