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Zoshigaya Study 15: Table Layout of a Community Café as a “Third Place”
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Abstract Recently, people’s sense of local community and their perception of its importance has weakened. In
order to solve this problem, we believe that a place for local people to relax that can be freely used by local
residents is necessary. Zoshigaya Park Okanoue Terrace is a “third place” that is used frequently and repeatedly
by local residents, where they often meet their neighbors and spend time together. This study discusses the best
layout of tables and chairs in Okanoue Terrace café to promote more communication between users. We
researched seating layouts that encourage people to stay longer in order to interact with each other more. The
results of the study suggest that connecting tables to create a shared seating environment, and increasing the
number of seats facing the aisles would be most effective.
Keywords: Third Place, Local Communities, Seating Layout, Community Café, Park
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