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Abstract From the end of the WWII to the mid-1960s, many low-rise wooden commercial buildings called
“markets” were built in Japan. This paper focuses on the Zouni Store built during this reconstruction period, and
clarifies its characteristics, the lifestyle it promoted, and interaction with customers. While similar characteristics
to the black market were observed in terms of architectural form and floor plan, the spacious market’s
architectural plan was tailored to the contents of the store. The reasons for the market’s existence include the
type of land ownership and deep interaction with the resident community. Based on the above, recognizing the
potential for future use as a multi-generational place that supports local lifestyles, it is desirable to reuse the
aging buildings as an exchange center while updating its functions.
Keywords: market, regional exchange base, private store, black market, Zoshigaya
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