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The Impact of Parental Divorce on Children’s Family Formation
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Abstract : With the rise in divorce rates, the number of children experiencing parental divorce has
increased. The purpose of this paper is to clarify the relationship between parental divorce and a
child’s formation of his/her own family.

Analysis using NFR]J18 data revealed that children who have experienced parental divorce have a
more unstable family formation process than those who have not. Those who have experienced
parental divorce had a tendency to live together with their partner before marrying, and tended to
marry early. In addition, those who have experienced parental divorce were more likely to get
divorced themselves. This tendency was not observed in those who experienced the death of a
parent.

Parental divorce had no impact on the permission to get a divorce. Considering awareness on

division of labor by gender role, those who have experienced parental divorce tended to have a
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higher awareness of traditional division of labor. On the other hand, awareness towards supporting

and nursing of elderly parents tended to be low.

In summary, parental divorce tended to destabilize a child's own family formation. In addition,

while parental divorce traditionalized children’s awareness of division of labor by gender role, it

weakened their traditional awareness towards their parents.

key words : parental divorce, family formation, awareness of gender role
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