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Utilizing a Merchant’s Home for an Exhibition on “Children and War”
and Picture Books from World War II
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Abstract For two consecutive years (2018 and 2019), my childhood home was opened to the public for an
exhibition on “December 8 (Pearl Harbor Day)” and “Children and War.” My parents’ home is located in an old
shopping arcade in Miyagi Prefecture, which is located in northeastern Japan. This 200-year-old merchant’s home
was used by my ancestors during the Edo Period (1603-1867) to sell safflower, the raw material used for dyes and
lipsticks all over Japan. The main titles of exhibits were “A House that Survived the War,” “Items Showing the
Events of the War,” and “Recounting the Memories of My Mother, who was 7 at the End of the War.” Among the
items on display were children’s books from the time that were intended to inspire Japanese children to support the
war effort. In addition to the general public, all 6th graders from the local elementary school (80 children) were able
to attend the exhibition and see a special presentation. Here, I would like to explain how the storage building was
used for the exhibition and to share the impressions that children had upon seeing the propagandistic picture books
for children.

Key words : An Exhibit on the Experiences of War for Children, Children and War, World War II, Pacific War,
Military picture books
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