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A Study of Suekichi Akaba’s Illustrated Picture Books
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Abstract Suekichi Akaba (1910-1990) was a well-known picture book author and illustrator, with titles such as
Rokujizo and the Braided Hats and Suho’s White Horse. In 1980, he was honored with the Hans Christian Andersen
Award for Illustration, and in his lifetime achieved worldwide acclaim as an illustrator and writer of picture books.
Akaba, reflecting on his own picture books, once jokingly remarked that “the period around the time I wrote Oniroku
and the Carpenter seems to have been a turning point for me, just as it was for his publisher Fukuinkan Shoten. That
job was also a pretty big deal for Mr. Matsui. That was also when I started to get work from publishers I had not
dealt with before. This was all ‘ogre’ work — ‘Akaba the Ogre’ — sounds like the name of a loan shark!” Akaba said
that he continued illustrating many of his picture books with the method he cultivated in Oniroku and the Carpenter,
namely the selectively applied use of two contrasting techniques — Sumi-e (India-ink painting) and Yamato-e
(classical Japanese decorative painting). In this paper, I consider the artistic qualities and mass appeal of picture
books that Akaba incorporated in his own works while delving into the images of “ogres” that he depicted in his
picture books, so much so that he earned the moniker “Akaba the Ogre.”
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