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The Importance of Early Childhood Education in the “Environment” from the Perspective of SDGs:
The Possibility of Developing a Curriculum and Instructional Materials on the “Environment”
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Abstract In recent years, many municipalities, companies, schools, and private organizations have taken action
on SDGs because of climate change and an increase in natural disasters. The current study examined the possibility
of developing a curriculum and instructional materials on the “Environment” for early childhood education by
comparing the Japanese course of study and guidelines for early childhood education to Swedish preschool activities
and the country’s national curriculum (Lpf6é 2018) and materials. Results revealed that the curriculum must focus
on the concept of democracy and environmental protection and that various instructional materials and training can
be developed through collaboration with local actors such as municipalities, companies, and NGOs.
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