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Changes in the Kindergarten Environment during the COVID-19 Pandemic:
Teachers’ Approaches to Accepting New Children in Younger Classes
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Abstract Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 5 kindergarten teachers of younger classes and those
interviews were analyzed using the K] method to determine what the teachers observed during the COVID-19

”

pandemic and how they actually took care of children. Results yielded three labels (“rearing,” “collaboration,” and
“safeguarding”), and results also revealed a relationship between “overcome difficulties with caring for children due
to restrictions during the COVID-19 pandemic through approaches and cooperation (safeguarding)” and “quickly
gaining the trust of parents despite limited chances to meet them (collaboration).” Those elements engendered
“affection for new children who adeptly adjust to group life (rearing).” Results also suggested that improvements in
human factors for better hygiene from the perspectives of “collaboration” and “safeguarding” and improvements in

physical factors through hygiene education are effective under the restrictions.

Key words : Teaching in kindergarten during the COVID-19 pandemic, Kindergarten teacher, Younger children,
Environment, KJ-method
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Fig. 2 The structure of the teachers’ approaches to accepting new children during the COVID-19 pandemic
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