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The Meaning of the Divine Sophia in the Works of George MacDonald
Exploring “Great-great-grandmother Irene” as a Matriarchal Royal Goddess
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Abstract The image of the Great Mother in “The Princess and the Goblin” and its sequel “The Princess and
Curdie” extends beyond that typically associated with the Earth Mother. In both works, the heroine’s great-great-
grandmother, who lives in a tower, not only embodies the essence of the Earth Mother but also personifies the
divine figure of Sophia in Greek and Gnostic mythology. She is the matriarchal royal goddess of the heroine and a
guardian deity who has lived in her tower since the heroine was born. Therefore, we can discuss how, in addition to
presenting an Earth Mother who dwells on a horizontal axis, the two aforementioned MacDonald fantasies provide
us with a Great Mother who is not unlike Sophia, the Goddess of Wisdom, and who resides on a vertical axis as
symbolized by her tower, which itself alludes to heaven above. In this paper, I will discuss this tower-abiding great-
great-grandmother.

Key words : The divine Sophia, Caledonian matriarchy, Royal goddess, German idealism, Gnostic mythology
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G.M.D.to his Wife

The Retreat, February 25, 1871
I have told him my story [The Princess and the
Goblin] shall be finished in two months more... I
know it is as good work of the kind as I can do, and I

think will be the most complete thing I have done..."
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Curdie opened the door-but, to his astonishment,
saw no room there. There was the great sky, and

— 174 —



Ta—v <7 FFVFOERICBIT AR EDLMY 74 T ORT LD
- [Eo Lol T7 1) =] L) BRI FRETHZH#S -

the stars, and beneath he could see nothing only
darkness!?
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In the years since they parted company, the Gael
had become a Sun People, worshipping

a male God, while the Caledones had held to the
earlier worship of the Great Mother, and like most
people with a woman-worship, they traced their
family and inherited even the kingship.
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Even in medieval Scotland it was quite common for
a king’s eldest son to find his claim to his father’s
throne after him indignantly denied by his sisters’
husbands, who claimed that they were the true
heirs by right of being married to the Royal
Women.”
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so wise that you could not have helped seeing she
must be old.”
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I let you have it with pleasure.” 1 )
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“I'm your great-great-grandmother, said the lady.
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“What’s that?” asked the princess.

“I'm your father’s mother’s father’s mother.”*
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She is at once Irene’s historical ancestress, a
supernatural power expressing itself in natural
symbols, and Irene’s deepest Self. 12

¥ a7 - X— X (Jakob Boehm Jakob Bdhme.
1575—-1624) 1. FAVOMBERETH Y.
75 b UERICEEYZT. FA VBARICEE
G2ZTVWBEERHANTH L, RIFAMOBEFZRON
IZRRERIN 72 b DR IB A BB, Mk OFFFE & D
TWwh,

F 720090 2~3 RISV Db DEEKIE D
E MM VBEWmICREREEY 5227 ) -V AE
FED TH, NZZFogRIcl-oTZoMIZET S
M, FOBIZL--THOMFIZELTBY, FHO
RIEEHZEM®T Lo TCHOHIETE S
Eiido DENHMINZ L DEAMOBIED 2 h 1
HEL, Mottt & AR O FRAL I [F— & &
L., ANEIZEDZHEICETCED LI LIZE-T
WED—EPRONDLEEZ . TNHRFNA VEE
FNEZTMAEN, FOEBEZ s FFVEF
i3, ‘As God within humanity’ % £ - T, Gaarden 2%
FIEIETA) - ORBIZHLHKTLH S [
DrEoBEHEFE] 2 AMOLOFIZHNIET 500
WY 74 T E LTERLEZDOTH 5B,
T =Y AERTIR, VIA4TRELEOETHY,
ANH OB TN 255, RIS O R 722 8l o
—DOThdH b,

ZFDYT )= AMERIZIE, VT4 T GEOH)
TAFT—=VD1IANTHY), BREEEMTH LD
WHRAEIZH ZANT, BOHMREE > THLW
EEZBYOM, FITILVITA (XIVFINF—])

BEolz, FITNITRIH EOWHE EZH ST, A
MEVES T DIENE ozt V74 7D
HHR, SF ) FLu—<oMRASEE D LY
AN DR LR 72, 2070, AMIZHABEICE
KDL o1z, FOATTOMRDED
MFSDHIZ, AMIZRLEDOE, 71 o—<%2&%
IHANB LR, ToIZELOOMFIZVTY,
KY ORI R BEFOPIT S % BV EATE
ZLTCHAL X121k, ZoOMROWECHETHS
BEPOIRITHL, 7L u0—<Ed) NEL Z D
KBHEENTWS, V74 TIZHGWEAB L
A UC, BT _EGEEESE, k23
Rt MhrbdboThlozEdN5,
DL %V T4 TOET LKL, AHOHAD
HEANOET ERFOMGETTTEIE 2o TWnh, Ih
WEYDABE TEChoRkb0D] Wik
[T S0 EWiEL, <27 FF
VR, fEL O [BlisFeary ] @
e, [SoltoBEdsFE] 12, ABEELS T
BOUMY T4 T DAA=VERWELIZOTH
%o

EbHIC

[BotoBEss$] 1, BEHICHL F=T
HHIHEE L T RN ERDO ML THL
&, T2 KV RS VElERT DR
ZUCRABE L7 (BB 74 7] OKRMTH
LB bhsb, TNEFTRRLTE/M 092 KM
BT YRV I, FIZRECBITA2HEOL
W74 T P RVD2ODF 4 TOTL— b
=<7 FFIVREDT 7 v 7 V=i P
THIEEROH L. Z L Ol E o KR
OWEBITHA [RIbE AT, KRy, F
FHUHAETLEVI L] ZIFICE ST, Bl
FOREDLH Y 74 T OREBTHS [4 7T
RO EAETL, FAMBEEINTRES DD,
DFNDABIZEIASRT, EIfTLDONEVD
TR IR B 2 00% 205, 27 FFIVF
OWEBEDOHRIZHEET L EPHETELDTH 5,

ARk, BRI L F=T54 2020 dEFEREICB
WCOOERERICIMEBELZDDTH L, (4D
72FwnWa)

— 176 —



Ta—v <7 FFVFOERICBIT AR EDLMY 74 T ORT LD
- [Eo Lol T7 1) =] L) BRI FRETHZH#S -

<E>

1) FMeom e 3B Eos#EEE L LT
APEOTC, FHESCEL - HEERET S
FHEOFELMOZ L TH D, ZOLHNLE
RoTEoREd END,

WH2) /= AFEFEE, KT 1 Lo
BICBWTHI L, WY A ML AR
INTBY, 2F 75 P X2 DOEEZHE
LA S, 4 IR E INEH,
TARD L HWCEEHT, N VEERNE
ZUHERN TV S,

H3) Slu—<bik, BEMIEELLERTH
D, VIATHEDTAFT =Y, REOWEL
MROZETHEH, 4177 (BERBFELE) O
HRELSZ 5,

5IAXE :

- Va—V - ZFFVF 7705 AFX] b
CECHE 1999 4 (1858)
[Hpjao 5 LA o]
B)IEFRE 1981 4F (1871)
[BinsgET7 V]
FUAAESCE 2003 4 (1872)
[BiEsF & —71]
FUAAESCE 2003 4F (1882)
1) Greville MacDonald, George MacDonald and His
Wife, London: Allen&Unwin, 412 (1924 )
2) Bonnie Gaarden, The Christian Goddess:Archetype

and Theology in the Fantasies of George Macdonald.
Maryland: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press,
127 (2011)

3) N=NT - k= — [fEE - makE] LT
F—HRER, KRIBEEETE 752 1988 4F (1983)

4) George MacDonald, The Princess and Curdie ,
Coachwhip Publications, 172 (1882)

5) i 7)) —F{HRFM [V FT9q T

(Wikipedia) |

6) Sutcliff, Rosemary, The Mark of the Horse Lord ,
Penguin Random House Children's UK. Kindle hf,
7 (1965)

7) AL

8) Yat7 - Fx AN [Mofii] (The Masks
of God) IWZEHR, HFA*L, 53

9) George MacDonald, The Princess and the Goblin,
Coachwhip Publications, 13 (1872)

10) Hi#E 9), 15

11) Ak

12) it 2), 126

SEW

CARMIESR [y b5y FU¥E0FERB] &4
2020 4E

CRERE (7 — 2 A0MEE] 3R A0 SE
2014 4E

-BHEGR 77— 2]
2004 4E

WAt EE X T T

— 177 —






