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A Study on the Chigasaki School, an Institution for Children with a Weak Constitution
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Abstract The aims of this work were to examine the circumstances prior to the establishment of the Chigasaki
School and to investigate the Chigasaki School. This work also examined the job performance of Shizue Yoshimi,
who graduated from Japan Women's University’s Department of English in 1919. The following points became clear.
Shizue Yoshimi was dispatched from the Kouboukan and went to New York to study social work and its governance
in 1927. After returning to Japan in 1929, she became a superintendent of the Kouboukan. After the war, she became
the section chief of the Day Care Division of the Children’s Bureau of the Ministry of Health and Welfare. She was
responsible for dealing with various problems related to child welfare work. In 1959 she resigned the Ministry of
Health and Welfare to establish the Chigasaki School, an institution for children with a weak constitution. The
establishment of the Chigasaki School was achieved with the assistance of Kasuke Kasai, who was the head of the
Social Affairs Bureau of the Ministry of Health and Welfare, Esther B. Rhoads, the executive board of Kouboukan,
and Kazuo Segawa, with whom she used to work in the past. Yoshimi attended to living conditions at the School and
she made provisions for the children’s health.
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Fig. 1 A comparison of the height of children

in 1947 and 1955
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Table 1 Shizue Yoshimi's chronology up to the establishment of the Chigasaki School
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Table 2 Regulations for institutions for children

with a weak constitution based on the minimum

standards in the Child Welfare Act
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Fig. 2 Overview of the Chigasaki School
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Table 5 Chronology of the Chigasaki School
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