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A Comparison of Geography-related Questions to Foster Citizenship
in High School Social Studies in Japan and Sweden
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Abstract Citizenship education is an advanced initiative in education in Scandinavian countries. The current study
conducted a comparative analysis of the composition of high school geography textbooks and questions in Japan and
Sweden. Many Swedish textbooks teach students the current state of various problems around the world as well as
their history and background in detail, and they often encourage students to think about steps to deal with current
problems. By knowing the detailed events leading to an issue, we can gain a deeper understanding of how humans
have created and developed communities. A student can learn about cases around the world and about other people’s
concerns, and he can also be given the opportunity to think about his own concerns and to think about what type of
communities will be needed in the future. The problem with Japanese textbooks is that they contain few questions
that encourage practical efforts to address issues.
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Table 4 Questions accompanying Chapter 4
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Table 6 Issues with verifying the material in Chapter 3
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Table 9 Problem of confirming the content of the text in Chapter 11
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Table 10 Questions to encourage discussions and investigations in Chapter 11
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