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Eighteenth-Century French Lace in the Inventory of Marquise de Pompadour’s Estate
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Abstract The 18" century was the age of lace. Marquise de Pompadour was a mistress of Louis XV for 20 years,
and an icon of the Rococo style. According to the inventory of her estate, she had fifteen varieties of lace, with a
total of 465 lace garments. This paper focuses on Alengon lace, only 7 pieces of which were in the inventory. Louis
XIV ordered the manufacture of French lace. Lace developed particularly in Alencon and Argentan during the reign
of Louis XV. According to the estate inventory, Alengon lace was used only in dressing gowns. This, however should
not be interpreted to means lace lacking in quality, rather, lace was limited to dressing gowns due to the lifestyle of
18 century aristocrats, who entertained guests in their rooms while dressing. One can conclude that the use of

Alencon lace in private spaces was conversely intended, to impress visitors.
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