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Children’s understanding of the POV rule in manga drawing
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[Abstract] Japanese “manga” (comics) have been gaining popularity worldwide. To understand stories
from picture frame sequences, readers must share knowledge of the implicit rules that govern manga’s
unique drawing style, which could be considered analogous to camera work when shooting a film. For
example, a close-up face in manga often indicates that the next frame shows what that face is looking at
(Point of View: POV). To investigate children’s comprehension of the POV rule of manga, we examined
understandings of two manga stories by preschoolers and 1st graders of elementary school. The result
indicated that although preschoolers start to understand the POV rule of manga, children’s performance
is not at the same level as adults. In addition, cognitive development (e.g. vocabulary, mental rotation),

understandings of the theory of mind, book and manga reading time did not correlate with the performance.
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