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Current Status and Problems of Efforts by NPOs, Governments, and Companies to Restore Play
Environments after the Fukushima Nuclear Accident: A Case Study of the Provision
of Indoor Playgrounds
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Abstract In the aftermath of the Fukushima nuclear accident, indoor playgrounds have been provided for
children who cannot play outdoors due to radiation. This paper explores the management of indoor playgrounds
by non-profit organizations, government agencies, and companies in Iwaki City, Fukushima Prefecture, and
identifies issues for the future development of indoor playgrounds through the involvement of various local
residents and entities. The provision of indoor playgrounds does not meet the needs of parents, there is a lack of
understanding and sharing of needs, and there is no mechanism in place to promote better collaboration.
Therefore, it is important to incorporate the understanding of the needs of child-rearing families for indoor
playgrounds into the project, and to guarantee resources (information, means of transportation, etc.) related to
the play environment through collaboration among non-profit organizations, government, and businesses, thereby
increasing the potential for empowerment of child-rearing families.
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