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“Pretend play” research trends
— Focusing on a survey of childcare practices —

VR B AR R DB REE BT RREE (ARl BEH B
Dept. of Child Studies  Noriko MATSUBARA  Akane OTAKI Sawako ORIKABE Takayo TOMITA
BRI AR R — e Al WK

Saeka FUKASAWA Ichiyo MORISUE Shigehiro UKEGAWA

FHALFRFAMIIZEE S REATER R B R Y oo IR e R RE #

# 82 AWIZETIX, ToZECICET AT IS, SGHERECRBTREIZB T S EEFEEE AL
HLLAbDIZERL, TNOOMEOEMEMEBIL 720 LT, 18 ROSHIM R L E ZF O B,
EF, FWE AN 5 REBLV) S5 OOMENLER L, FORE, To ZEVPIFEILZT > 2
U%WIEOTEEMETELEPIIT PN TN, To CHEPOERIIMNEBIZEL 5728, 7 DOEEN
BEMICEIN TV LHEIN D o7 IENRETLERIBBIZD2EUKETH Y, FHIEL TS
ANBEBBLZ 280 ETHEEIN TV, T4BCONELX, TFELOHETAIEZEATA AU
FBLE N EPRICHEENZ FLTIToZHEFIZBWT, FEDORBICALZHETFEOE DL Y OV
PEATRIE ST Wiz,
X—TJ—RK:ZToZ#, T, BEER SR EER

Abstract In this study, we explored the trends in research on pretend play, focusing on those that investigated
child-care practices in kindergartens and day-care centers. 18 papers were examined from five perspectives:
research purpose, definition, age and number of children, classification, and caregivers. As a result, the studies
of pretend play were divided into whether or not pretend play was the main purpose of the study. Although the
definition of pretend play differed from study to study, it tended to include a combination of seven factors. The
age range of the study subjects was roughly from 2 years old onward, and the number of people in the case studies
was roughly two or more. The content of the play was categorized into games that reflected children's every day
or imaginative images. In addition, it was suggested that it is necessary for caregivers to be involved with
children's play in accordance with their actual conditions.
Keywords: pretend play, make-believe, childcare practice, kindergarten, nursery school
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