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Notes on Dazai Osamu’s “Nyoze-Gamon” (1)

OZAKI Megumi, KATAGI Akiko, KONDO Shiori, HORI Mayuko, LI
Nana and YAMAGUCHI Toshio

[Abstract] The essay “Nyoze-Gamon” (1948), written in the last year
of Osamu Dazai's life, has been described by some as “a historical
monument to the most essential criticism of established Japanese
literature, and I would like to give it the highest evaluation” (Takeo
Okuno). But it is difficult to read this text calmly because of the
intense criticism of foreign literary scholars and the novelist, Shiga
Naoya. Recognizing the importance of this text as a work of Dazai
Osamu and its value in literary history, we will attempt to annotate it
here in order to help us read it dispassionately and evaluate it
appropriately.

[Key Words] the weak and vulnerable, seniors and juniors, family,

democracy, feudalism, slave mentality, SHIGA Naoya
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