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The topic of “active learning” in Japanese early childhood educator training
— Based on an example of learning with “Pelle Svanslos” in Swedish preschool —
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Abstract The importance of environmental education and education for sustainable development is increasingly
needed because of unrelenting natural disasters due to climate change. The details of and methods with which to
develop routine education and childcare will need to be re-examined. This study has examined the topic of “active
learning” in Japanese early childhood educator training by reflecting on and analyzing the practices of Swedish
preschools and pedagogical documentation. In Swedish preschool, the topic of active learning is brought up using
the story of "Pelle Svanslos” [Peter No-Tail], a cat without a tail living in the city of Uppsala. Children participate in
1) Storytelling in the forest, 2) A field trip to Pelle Park featuring information about historical buildings in the city
and Pelle’s story, 3) Creative activities for preschoolers (making one’s own Pelle out of papier-maché, making cakes,
fish, or a milk saucer, or using an iPad to film a movie). This study describes how learning by preschool teachers and
children develops as preschool teachers refer to pedagogical documentation and it analyzes and discusses this
process based on an “environmental epistemological model with 5 aspects.”

Key words : Education for sustainable development, Swedish National Curriculum for preschool (Lpf6 2018),
Pedagogical documentation, Japanese early childhood educator training,
Environmental epistemological model with 5 aspects
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A “Pelle Svanslos” book
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Table 2 Work produced after a visiting city
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Table 3 Film produced on an iPad
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