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An Attempt to Use Animation in Kindergartens
— A Study based on Workshop Logs —
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Abstract This paper summarizes the logs of a "Workshop to Enjoy Animation with Children" conducted at H
Kindergarten in Tokyo. The topic of the workshop was "animation," which was presented in the steps of "watching,"
"understanding,” and "making." Today, there are only a few examples of the use of animation, and there are few
practical examples of specific efforts to understand animation itself, to foster literacy, and to use animation to
cultivate children’s sensibilities. The use of animation in the realms of "words" and "expressions" in particular is a
different experience from using picture books and other children's cultural properties. Using animation involves
continuous activity, such as supplementing the continuity of music and images with one’s imagination, making optical
toys and understanding how animation works, and using tablet PCs to film one’s own animation. Results revealed
that animation may be a useful way for children to learn and develop together.

Key words : children’s cultural properties, animation, childcare worker and kindergarten teacher training course,
teaching profession
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