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Awa Naoko and “The Flower Garden on the Handkerchief”
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Abstract Awa Naoko’s “The Flower Garden on the Handkerchief” was published in 1973 and is an early example
of long-form fiction from an author whose works were primarily short stories. As such, it has a less simplified
structure and offers a more complex worldview than many of her other works. This work interweaves the timeline
of the main characters who are living in the real world, the timeline within a mysterious vase, and the timeline of an
elderly lady running a sake shop who owns the vase. In one sense, the story follows the traditional fairy tales of the
East and the West (Asia and Europe), featuring a family of dwarves who tend a flower garden. That said, the main
characters also reflect Awa’s criticisms of modern society. This paper considers how Awa Naoko combines these
elements to create her story. It also considers the structure of the story, as well as what elements of her world view
are included in the story.

Key words : Awa Naoko, “The Flower Garden on the Handkerchief”, fantasy, structure and Awa’s world view,
dwarves
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