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Housing Education at Pre-WWII Japan Women’s University:
Kaiganryo Dormitory and Sansenryo Dormitory (Constructed from 1931 to 1933)
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Abstract
built from 1931 to 1933 as summer houses of Japan Women’s University (JWU). Five dormitories were designed

Kaiganryo Dormitories in the Boso Peninsula and Sansenryo Cottage Dormitories in Karuizawa were

by students studying housing education at JWU. This practical education includes architecture and is grounded
in the educational policy of JWU set forth by Jinzo Naruse. These students attended the lectures of Koichi Sato,
a notable architect. What Sato taught was well reflected in the plans of the dormitories. Sato did not aim to educate
female architects, but the enthusiasm of the students, as well as of Assistant Professor Kuni Shibaya, actually
succeeded in actualizing the constructions of the dormitories.
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