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Qualitative Study on the Process of a Non-custodial Parent Image Formation of a Child
who Experienced Visits Only Before Adolescent
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[Abstract]

The purpose of this study is to clarify the process of how a child, whose parents divorced and then experienced visits

only before adolescent, formed a non-custodial parent image.

Interviews were conducted with 3 adults whose parents separated when they were 0-4. They have experienced visits,
but discontinued the visits at the age of 5-8. Interview data were analyzed using Trajectory Equifinality Model.

It became clear that

1) after good experiences at the time of visits and an interruption for which the reason is unknown, children "have a
good non-custodial parent image without substance".

2) Moreover, children feel a conflict between interests in the non-custodial parent and the custodial parent who doesn’t
want to touch them. And children "continue to have a good non-custodial parent image without substance".

It was also suggested that little information on the non-custodial parent may have increased vague anxiety about chil-

dren’s own marriage or divorce.
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