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Development of a Performance Assessment for Music Appreciation
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to develop a performance assessment for music appreciation for third and
fourth grade students in elementary school. This is because students often stumble with the differentiation of “figure
and ground” in musical cognition at this stage. Performance assessment is used to conduct evaluations based on the
actual performance of a task or activity. Therefore, this study had to develop two things: a performance task, and a
rubric (evaluation criteria). This study created two rubrics: one based on performance tasks in music appreciation
of actual performances as well as on a course of study, and one focused on musical cognition. The work of Umemoto
(1996) and LeBlanc (1985) was used to create the latter. Results of trial use suggested that the developed rubrics
were effective in checking learning readiness.

Key words : performance assessment, rubric, musical cognition, figure and ground, music appreciation
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