HAKFRFRFBAE  RKECAIFZER - NBEARZER 28 26 5

Prali 5 BEFRaA
Ava7 2574 THOBESZMNIZH-T

A Study of Science Picture Books for Children over Past Decade
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Abstract Fifty years have passed since the launch of the picture book monthly Kagaku no Tomo (Children's Science
Companion) by Fukuinkan Shoten Publishers in 1969. Japanese science picture books were greatly influenced by
social and historical events as well as the trends of the times. With the advent of the 21st century and the adoption
of information and communication technology (something that had previously not been imagined), society is rapidly
assembling vast amounts of information and embracing the rest of the world. Conditions involving children are
affected by these developments. Amidst the trends of the times, a variety of science picture books with photos and
realistic illustrations, including illustrated books, storytelling picture books, and picture books with highly
interactive devices, are being written on themes such as space, the deep sea, plants, animals, and the mysteries
around us. Science picture books have traditionally tended to be biased toward the field of natural sciences, but the
time has arrived to think about sociological picture books—including biographical picture books and non-fiction
picture books—that nurture children's interest in science. Science picture books are now fun and interesting! This
work explores their diversity.
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