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Reprinting and bibliography of Hio Keizan's Nanajuroku Uta-awase

FUKUDA Yasunori, TOKITA Saori, TSUZUKI Rikako, HORI Mayuko,
OHSAKI Sonoka and OZAWA Momoko

[Abstract] This abstract is contained in the reprinting and
bibliography of Hio Keizsan’s Nanajurokuban Uta-awase (“poetry
match of 76 rounds”) as one of the fruits of the Graduate School’s
Zoom online lectures for 2020.

The Nanajurokuban Uta-awase is the record of a poetry match at the
Edo samurai residence led by Hio Keizan (1789 - 1859), with the
participation of many women.

Hio Keizan, who presided over and judged the poetry match, was a

Confucianist and Japanese classical scholar of the late Edo period. He
was born in 1789, the first year of the Kansei era (1789-1801), in
Chichibu’s Hiomura, in Musashi Province (present day Hio, Ogano
Machi, Saitama Prefecture) and died in the sixth year of the Ansei era
(1854 - 1860) at the age of 71. After arriving in Edo, he honed his
learning under the tutelage of Kameda Bosai and others and is known
for fostering many pupils at the Shiseido school he opened and
privately ran. He devised what was known as the “Hio Ten,” his
unique method for reading the Chinese classics in the Japanese
language, and left a large body of work on classical Japanese literature
starting with his most celebrated publication “Kunten Fukko,” which
was printed in the 6™ year of the Tenpo era (1835). In 2019, the year
marking the 230™ anniversary of his birth and 160™ anniversary of his
death, a special exhibition was hosted in his birthplace, Ogano Machi,
which showcased in one place documents related to not only Keizan
himself but also his wife Kuniko and daughter Naoko who were also
scholars.

The Nanajurokuban Uta-awase dealt with here has already been
introduced in the article in Volume 54 of the Kokubun Mejiro journal
(published in February 2015 by the Japan Women's University
Association for the Study of Japanese Language and Literature which
was authored by Yasunori Fukuda and entitled “Regarding Hio
Keizan's Poetry Match of 76 Rounds.” Recent seminars at the
graduate school based on Fukuda's arguments led to the fresh opinion

that the Nanajurokuban Uta-awase was a serious poetry match
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fueled by the rich knowledge cultivated through poetry matches
indulged in by each of the participants regardless of their gender or
social standing. It is suggested that the way the participants in the
poetry match composed waka (sometimes known as “tanka” verse)
maximizing a wide range of knowledge stretching from classic waka
to allusions to Chinese history was due to the instruction they
received from Keizan.

Moreover, since Keizan, who himself was the judge of the match
corrected the verses in order to match them with the given themes,
one becomes able to see the face as a school operator who brought
together numerous pupils of Keizan, who made his judgement of the
poems from the twin perspective of both Chinese and Japanese
classical literature.

It is our hope that these documents will be of use in future research
into Hio Keizan and his circle.

[Key Words] Hio Keizan, Nanajurokuban Uta-awase, late Edo

period, Japanese classical scholar
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