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Potential for “Independent Childcare” at a Parenting Support Center
— The Process of Empowering Mothers and Situated Learning —
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Abstract Parenting support centers are prospering as a place where parents and children can interact with each
other. However, there are many cases where trouble occurs due to differences in how children play. The challenge
for mothers is how to spend the years from the age of 3 to kindergarten. Given this context, there is a need for a
place where mothers can watch each other's children and participate in “situated learning” about parenting. This
paper investigates “independent childcare” by mothers in parenting support centers and it considers the process of
improving self-determination and problem-solving skills. Results indicated that leaders exist as “unofficial key
persons” in “independent childcare” occurring at parenting support centers. These “unofficial key persons” facilitate
activities among mothers, and the mothers participate in “situated learning.” Parenting support in which mothers
are empowered by participating in a practical community will be a meaningful initiative to achieve a society with
active women.

Key word : Parenting Support, Independent Childcare, M-GTA (Modified Grounded Theory Approach),
Situated Learning, Empower
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Fig.1 The process of empowering mothers
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