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Intergenerational exchanges between children and the elderly in kindergartens
— Based on a survey of parents and teachers —
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Abstract Parents and kindergarten teachers were, with the help of kindergartens that carry out intergenerational
exchanges, surveyed regarding their opinions towards intergenerational exchanges. Results indicated that most
teachers regard the exchanges as beneficial for intellectual and moral education, they recognize the significance of
the exchanges in preserving culture and tradition such as traditional games, and they attach great importance to
moral education in terms of future expectations. However, concerns about infectious diseases and security were
mentioned. Results also indicated that the teachers regard the exchanges as beneficial particularly for moral
education, i.e. by fostering children’s kindness towards the elderly. Teachers’ future expectations, however, were
mostly about having fun, differing from the expectations of parents. Concerns about the time constraints in the
curriculum, children’s attitudes towards the elderly, and psychological burdens on the elderly were also mentioned.
Substantive preparations and measures are needed when planning exchanges.

Key words : Intergenerational exchange between kindergarten children and the elderly,
Kindergarten education, Intellectual education, Moral education
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Table 1 (Al) Parents’ views on the merits of intergenerational exchanges involving children in kindergarten
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Table 2 (B1) Teachers’ views on the merits of intergenerational exchanges involving children in kindergarten
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Table 3 (B4) Changes in children as perceived by teachers
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Table 4 (B2) Teachers’ views on the demerits of intergenerational exchanges involving children in kindergarten
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Table 5 (A4) Parents’ expectations of intergenerational exchanges involving children
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Table 6 (B3) Teachers’ expectations of intergenerational exchanges involving children
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Table 7 (B5) Teachers’ preparations for intergenerational exchanges
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