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An Exhibit on the Experiences of War for Children
: Opening our Home as an Exhibit of a World War II-era Merchant Home
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Abstract On December 8 and 9, 2018, we held the “Children and War” exhibition at my family home in
Muratamachi, Miyagi Prefecture. December 8" marks the date of the outbreak of the Pacific War. My family home
is a merchant home that has stood since it was built in the Edo era (1603-1868). The exhibition centered on three
central pillars: an exhibit titled “Homes that Survived the War,” a display of “Artifacts from the War,” and a talk
entitled, “My Mother’s Memories of the War as a Seven-year-old Child” delivered by my mother, Etsuko. The
exhibit was divided into three eras: before the war, during the war, and after the war. The main intent of the
exhibition is to convey the extent to which both societal and human factors precipitated a war that was ultimately
not entered into spontaneously. In addition, it also examines how children dragged into the war continued the
painful struggle to survive long after the official victory over Japan was declared on August 15, 1945. In addition,
we were able to locate and display an intimate record of the war as remembered by elementary school teachers
who recorded “school diaries,” beginning before the outbreak of war and extending beyond its conclusion. By
exhibiting these diaries, we can show the reality of life before, during, and after war for these elementary school
children.
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Fig. 1 The home where the exhibition was held
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Fig. 2 An enlarged view of a school diary
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Fig. 5 Child evacuees at this house
(1st to 3rd graders from Suginami Elementary School No. 8)

(5) IBhZeEEMm - K&l —  H4EE, FAEH L
bDOTH b, ZERERPFESSND L, XEERNICH
BHLTHLAIN KON TRE DT T2H &,
3 T Ok L HEON; 225 F T, #¥HTLH 4D
Bz, REEEICIE, B2 B ATZRER SR 72 OV
LR ESCTEREBRL T b o7 22720, A
B ERE 270k, 2HHEIX, E2XH525WT
RICEL Bro7zZ WD), ZOBHHIIRFER
E R Lol LIBEWNERZTOREE R,
O RFEIIAT Lo TLE ST,

(6) =K BEF [£EN] DiEFELBEHE -
RRFI 18 4 7 A 29 H I &E BN DR TR > T\ 5,
FRHFECE TE8E] L) BTSN D,
INPEGEZOOICERMER ST BT,
COHREE EDIZHEEZN L THZT 572 T8
Wl DERL, TNEEEFHENLSTERELT
ZAFENTZ D D7 BT, EFDHREET AT E
WEAL, T5FFDETEEDTTLEVWRE W]
LB THELTINEA, EZEIT 7Y - L
THHTLIDL, BRI ARD BTV TE
DEFFTORTHREL Tz 5L o2 HlBORE
IR OFRICESE T TH o TRESET, Hfo
BB N BIELENI) T ERH o LT
72OT, ZIUIHHB T 2 HEEOFLERDH 2 029 1,
EIRFEBEL T RFEORKFREIZI AR TE /2L 2
%, B 18D HFENHROH 572,

Fig. 6 A ring turned to stone

— 125 —



HARKFRFRFBAE  RECAIFZER - NBEARZER 28 26 5

(7) RFFCERAGHEOEHRE — URIEIFETHo
7otz FRETAETLH o7, B OBIEH
L72RAER /N LB ER % Lz FRHEET
1, FER DU % SR CReAl L 72k ST w
72DT, FNEPET, KPR ORE LW HE %
ANZz—B5OEGE YRR L. 40, ZORRY
HLTC, —Z NS RER] ES-o TOMA R
DA THRBREZ I ANLHMD HEUL, W&
BZOPTHRTAEOADIET, NOKZFITH
WSH o 72T L RS TR L 2o 72,

fMlziZ, HIE L 724K O KRBz OERTIRZ

ELRIR L7z I ST Y TVITHIEL 72,
FIRO P F I KA OB L b b NE &t
123l 73R B ASFE SN T WA DS, FHUTHETHEE R
572 DTHY, RROEMRIER,E D », Gk
o TIREELTIE RV,

® HFEOHD BV,

1945 4 8 A 15 HIZ, #EFITRFE L7 ZOHD
FRHFEICD [EHHE] Ot FEo T\vb, Y
B, FRIZEIRSR LEETH Y, ETHMED-DIC
HEEIZED LN EITRZTWED, 526N T
WHENEPME2ERT L2000 T o7 bbb
Lo lzbiEh, 1272, BERAEIILD, 64FELD
ERAELENEH L2 A EETE DL R h o
72EE o

BRI IRAE L7272, TN TRV b o 72bIiF T
%ol RRAZERAER, INETOHEFL
WHT 5 & vo oIV 720 FREEEICIE T3
BHEHIBR ] Ol D 5, B oR—T L R—
DRI SN B EOBEEEI TR > T b, HIR
MHEZLE, TNE [NAFALASA] L) ED
WHBEmENzR—TTHL RN,

F 72, AL, BmOEOIFIZET L2
HRKIBICRZZENTHIFCLE -7 28] &5
W KHORERS Lz WO T A% £, R
DE T IAT o 728, & < EFBUREI 72885
MBICHENT, TBLEA, ZIZBINE] LE
bz F)ThbH, HIE, BFOREFE L 5

DF-ELZEFERBICR > TRD I ENEHT,

RN - BRSO EESTHITTCLE -
Tzl FFICBEEMMEDOH LM TIE RV LA
L, »OTEIHLHIFES T EEBGRE LD IR

FEIURZAHTET, 8 A 15 HIZEF#HEboTH
BBAADBWDEHE W28, LT, 4L DTE
LI LIMEMIC o T W2 e o Th bW
WEW ) ERNH - 72,

3. BOEY

SEOMME, 72720 RmE L2 THRDS
DT %L, PEE~OKRR, EFBHZ T AN
B ETHEL, o EBENC Lz, & LT
I VEBREOEY 254 7 THL L) e
W7z, THICIRFEYMEBIE T TN BOBE
WLzt EbRIE R B R,

Wiy ERZER 1VEEDT LB 20725850 [H
B A REREZESTHL S ) 28T, BEINHER
WEOZETIERL, 4, BOWTEZTNSLAD
CEDPRER LD E V) T EEREKLTD
Swih ol

BHC X ZEED I, 2 AT 7 MEE%IT 22 &8
T& 72, 1Ay 20 40 H2EE, BBAI204E 7 B 10 HALG
O, EHBHOT L KE ol ek &
MR S 7z, EEBERIC D W CIE BRI L 7248
LZDFELHLORVWHBIZIESNTWEDY, %
FANZZHOBWEWI DB L, FELES7
FHZ & > CRREHA DL O F 725 A5KRE R TEL H
o722k, L) bOGHENELFEY OFOf
REDOBROE Mo CHEREN ECIIR TS
&, FOTD LAY, BLLOZOIEShANE %
o722k, WROBEPERICHIIEDLT, ok
EIREATHATICA ) DWW BT, DATFAVNE 4dE
AT BEHICE>TWEZ L, ZOBHEL2ED
PR ThRAECIHE Rko7-2 L 0SFEL NIz,

FoEhRo [EBRIAD ] Orcik, EE 2520
ADE LT, KLZZHED 2o |CEH TR
DIFBEDEEDONRZNIZLT, HhidHICHAR
L2, A HYHOZ L2, H
R 1FEELZ B L2220 F FiE-
Tb b o7z,

F 72, BRI GHQ 23> TE T, KR E:
A, M E—HE LB L TR TL S o tR % &
HEOTPLREDD TV I LR ENESN, TD
BT, EBRICARRIIEE L TL 5w, B2ERTY
TERER, BHBEZLPBILEHEDL LT
5572,

— 126 —



[FEdzbe "Bs" El REOBY —WREH» LoEEROREH -

Fig. 7 The context for recounted war experiences
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