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Educational Practices “Self-Initiated and Self-Educated” at Shinjo Girls’ School
—On Educational Leadership by an alumni of Japan Women’s University (JWU)—
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[Abstract]
In 1909, Shinjo Girls’ School (later Hiroshima Shinjo Senior High School)was established at Shinjo Village of

Hiroshima Prefecture. This study analyses the process how the new school was accepted at the agricultural village in

Hiroshima under the strong leadership by a chief instructor Asa Toyotome who had just graduated from JWU.

She introduced three new systems. Those were Dormitory system, Kakari(Group)system, and Shaon
(Contribution to local daily life). Her core educational activities were based on her own experiences cultivated in
JWU days. “Self-initiated and Self-educated”system was newly arranged and introduced under the difficult
circumstances.

The development of Local Improvement Movement at that time increased the demand of education for girls in

rural area. This study focuses on the movement from the standpoint of women’s education.
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