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Digging to Find the Truth About Little Brother Tin
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Abstract Sonya Hartnett’s Thursday’s Child (2000) portrays, through the eyes of narrator Harper, the harsh life
of a pioneer family in Australia combined with Aboriginal Dreamtime. Harper’s little brother Tin was, at age four,
trapped beneath a collapsed river levee but came out alive by digging his own way out. Did the real Tin die under
the collapsed levee? This paper will pursue the nature of Tin, who survived underground and continued to dig in
silence. Tin’s father Court, who was tormented by his own father, has lived a life of emotional suppression. In
examining the relationship between Tin and Court through Aboriginal mythology and the psychological theory of
archetypal shadows, this paper analyzes the nature of Tin. The writer has portrayed Tin as an Aboriginal “shadow
soul.” Tin is a shadow fused with the archetypal shadow of his father Court in Dreamtime.
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&, “Tin discovers a talent for burrowing in the earth.
His digging takes him so far underground, and so far
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“That’s what I remember best- that Da’s hands
were clean and white when it happened. He hadn’t
touched those hands to the mud when another
hand, a small and grubby flowerbud, a tiny little lost
doll of a hand, broke through the earth and landed
flat in Da’s glistening palm.” (17)
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“In the war, the one thing I wanted to do to the
very best of my ability was dig, An important man,
a general, once told the boys, Dig, dig, dig, until
you are safe. I could never dig deep enough, nor
careful enough, , , I could never dig until I was safe
as that general had told me to do.” (43)
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“Maybe you don't need to be safe from something,
Harper. Maybe you can just be safe - I don't know.
I only know that, in the war, I couldn’t dig to save
myself, and I wasn’t safe because of it. Maybe Tin
is digging because every skerrick in him is
demanding that he do it for himself. So I won’t
hinder him, if digging is what he wants, and I won’t
let anyone else hinder him, either.” (44)
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“Pour water down the tunnel, and soon enough
he’ll bob up like a cork.” (46) “Not much difference

in him being drowned or otherwise, far as I can see.
It's lucky you've got these spares, flute, because
that one’s not much use to you. He certainly isn’t
earning his keep.” (47)
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“He’s a savage. He nearly didn’t stop, though he
knew it was only me. He bares his teeth like an
animal does when it’s cornered. He’s just a wild
thing now.” (171)
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“Everyone’s saying that wherever Cable ran to,
he’s still running. They’re saying that, when he
heard you were coming to exchange a few words,
he took off faster than his jinker could move, that’s
why he left it behind. He recollected he was only a
hog man, you see, and that you yourself are a
soldier. He could prance in lecturing you about this
and that, but he couldn’t teach you a thing about
looking after you and yours. You’ve become the
most admired man around here, Court. Everyone’s
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in awe of your honour, coming to your lass’s
defence like you did.” (211-212)
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“she did not come with me when I left the land. I think
she is still out there somewhere, rebellious in her rage,
scouring the tunnels for Tin.” (216) K AIZ7% o 72/)
—X=HFES TV DEDIE, SUELDLOFIIND
FELWROPLN—IN=THY), F)—151 A
WCHEEDLT AV ThHb, T L TXHDLDORERBIZA
ETVBHOBDOTT 4 v HDTH D, HiLiFwo
FTLT A4 VEBEL TN D, WORFT 4 e
25 E Lo FIN— = b BEMRFITAEZ T
72RO DED T 1 > L FRIZEITTHENLEETH %,
“His hand will be dirty when he places it in mine, and
mine will not be clean.” (219) Z DORFEDSEIX, 2B
T A VIEFHERFTIZBW TR T TIIEL B> T3
ZLDEIRTHY, N—X—PZottrEsL &k
DTHbo

7 —ALA M0 Y 7IX, “SonyaHartnett opposes two
genres here, the family story (civilisation’s basic unit)
versus the myth of the wild.” (159) & @B-XTw 2%,
KOEBAOHOZIZBEG LT v T8
LR DON—3— ZOZ NOWEEH, TNV— F—
RO HEDOEFETAAT, WiBIMES - 072,



FEDFN—IR= DT 4 ¥ EAIE R D

COWILIZBNT, FL—F—FHo5TWnHN—
=R OHR TR T — + FMET L5 & BT
1 Y OFTENRED L) ICHE L T O2ERY L
TR HER LT, TORE, 1EENT7T R V=M
HONDHOREAA—T L TEDEDT 1 % Hl
& AR -84 20mTLa— bOTLEL L F
GLIEE L CHEL TV L 3BT 20T
Db WEEE, SOLBEETHLRADN—I=
AW DLNAEAT VLT EL D N—3— &
KEDOLDHRIHEATH ST 14 2 & 2B
HDTHbDo

[f458] A1k, 20194E 8 A 18 HIZAW = —F >
TITb N7 ERR IR E LS55 24 FIRKS
TOHERERICNEBIELZZLDTH 5,

i

1 7R IIHAERR S RSN AR &1
S TR —a8 A4 4] LV EHOMEEZ S -
Twho, RIIZIZHBERLHLEORANHL b L
Ez, TOMGEEFEDHSIETHESIFS D B
—AIALEEETCD, TN —L 545D
HRITL Y ZOEEOEANETHROME L b
FPLTWE, ER (F)—=327) oEEN
HELBEVWIZEZERD, TRV Zd 2500
R (ERoOMREHEOMR) 2T L THEET
W5,

2 7R VX, ANFERTL o038 % b
STWh, DEDIILIIRE S [Eo3i] T, b

=2 [Eo3l] 72, A2tk [Eost] ik
ME RV THEEIC R L7, [Eost] 135EE
ANV N7 o TR OMFANT o F 7o ik
TIEEIA LTS,
3TFITNT 77— =L, KREBOTHF) 2
THREL TR R ITNIELR S WG G
THy, WEELE L TR R B L 21T,

51 A3k

1) Hartnett. Sonya. Thursday’s Child. Walker books,
London: 2002, 7.

2) Moran, Tom. “Thursday’s Child: The Play”
Auntipodes 25. 2 (2011), Brooklyn, 220-221

3) Rudd, David. “Sonya Hartnett’s Thursday’s Child:
Readings “Children’s Literature in Education 35.2
(2004), 156

4) Judith Armstrong. “Sonya Hartnett’s Thursday’s
Child: Readings “Children’s
Education 35.2 (2004), 156

5 V—=x -N—1FFrv b [REERIZEINT
&b ] hER A, 2004

6) IR [BAT7 R V= omEiit Rt R
HLOAy k=] AIIEE, 1996

7) AR [ 7O AM] BREAE, 1967

8) W AHEME [HZerE s H AR DBERE] R AFmHTH,
1999

Literature in

(FEEHHE ) 1 #53%)







<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Japan Color 2001 Coated)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages false
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /None
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /None
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /None
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (Japan Color 2001 Coated)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (JC200103)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug true
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks true
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks true
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName (Japan Color 2001 Coated)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 0
      /MarksWeight 0.283460
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /JapaneseWithCircle
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed true
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [595.000 842.000]
>> setpagedevice


