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Abstract Public baths had a long tradition in Japan, and were part of Japanese daily life. However, as housing
changed quickly in the last half century, public baths disappeared from towns quickly. This paper analyzes the
locations of public baths, and examines their disappearance in the last five decades. It also examines the
characteristics of public baths that are still in operation. Public baths in three central wards closed down in the
1970s during rapid economic growth. Baths in downtown Tokyo still remain, while baths in other areas were
tended to disappear. Public baths with many different facilities tend to remain open for long hours. Those baths
tend to be located close to train stations. Public baths in areas with less single person households, and less
populated are tend to remain open mainly during the daytime instead of late hours at night.
Keywords: public baths, urbanization,
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