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The role of the dormitory in Japan Women’s University as a place for research
and education
: A study of Meikei-ry6 Dormitory’s methane gas generator
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Abstract
non-experts, and were expected to bring improved living conditions, but they were not put to practical use. The

Methane gas generators, which received social attention in the 1920s, were developed by

methane gas generator which was an appurtenance of the Meikei-ryé dormitory in Japan Women’s University
(JWU) was developed by NAMIKI Kisaku, an unknown youth, and sold by Nihon-metan-gasu-shokai (the Japan
Methane Gas Company). This invention generated methane gas from raw garbage that could be used for cooking.
It was thought to solve three problems related to, fuel, sanitation, and home economics, at the same time.
Dormitory students have studied this knowledge from the standpoint of them, and the fact that the dormitory
was equipped with the generator demonstrates that JWU’s dormitory was functioning as a living laboratory. We
examined the above using documentary materials of that time.
Keywords: living laboratory, improvement movement of living conditions, housing improvement,
dormitory education, fuel problem
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