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Ballet Master G.V. Rosi : A Study on his intention and activities on Rosi’ s Opera Comique
at the Royal Theatre in Akasaka
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Abstract This study investigates the activities of ballet master Giovanni Vittorio Rosi (1867.10.21-1940.4.7?),
who worked as a dance teacher in the opera department at the Imperial Theatre in Tokyo (Teigeki). This paper
aims to illustrate his attempt to manage and present operatic works based on the activities of his opera company
at the Royal Theatre in Akasaka from 1916 to 1918, after his tenure at Teigeki. Through the investigation, it was
suggested that there was a gap between the intentions of Rosi and the core members of the theatre regarding the
presentation style of the programmes and the selection of the works. Further inquiry into the conflict revealed
the differences in the artistic background of the members: Rosi specialised in dance, while the core members
such as Nobuko Hara, Kintaro Shimizu, and Heikichi Takeuchi, were music professionals. It was presumed that
the difference in their artistic backgrounds caused the gap. Rosi took advantage of his broad artistic background
and attempted to be a director and impresario for the Royal Theatre, which was said to be the first opera house
in Japan. On the other hand, the activities in the Royal Theatre reminded him of his background as a dancer and
choreographer. This situation forced him to face his own limitations on working as a directional position in
operatic theatre.
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