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Abstract Musical experiences are crucial during the infancy and early childhood stages of the childhood
development process. Children gain diverse musical experiences through musical activities held by schools or
educational centers, etc., based on the philosophies of these facilities. And in recent years in particular, the
necessity of a connection between elementary school learning and preschool or kindergarten activities has been
considered.

This research addresses public and private kindergarten ensemble activities with a focus on teaching support
methods. Furthermore, the main subject is a comparison of students’ various types of musical experiences. The
analysis relies on the use of Yrjo Engestrom’s model of expansive learning.

The results reveal that children’s experiences differ according to the support methods used by instructors, and
suggest the possibility of a connection between preschool and elementary school.
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