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Fashionable Bridal Wear and Mourning Dress
— Based on a Comparison of French Magazines and Books on Etiquette from
the Latter Half of the 19th Century —
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Abstract The development of printing technology in 19th century France resulted in the proliferation of
publications including books and magazines. Close to 100 fashion magazines and as many as 70 books on etiquette
for women were in circulation. The author conducted a comparative study of remarks in Usages du Monde, a best-
selling book on etiquette by Baronne Staffe in the 19th century, and remarks and images in La mode illustrée, a very
popular fashion magazine of the same period, by comparing the “text” and “visuals” related to bridal wear and
mourning dress featured in the publications. Results revealed numerous similarities in the remarks in both
publications. The “text” in the book on etiquette and “visuals” in the fashion magazine had a synergistic effect on
each other. As a result, norms on ceremonial dress greatly influenced the lives of women.
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Fig.3 La mode zllustree le 7 aout 1887

— 161 —



HARFREFERFBAE KECAWER - AMAEAIER 5825 %

Fig.4 La mode illustrée, le 16 aout 1891

Robe ot pélerine de deutl pour jeune flle.

Modélos de chex M= Coussinet, rue Richer, &1

E Tolletto do deurt.
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