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Changes in Neighborhood Interaction during Home Reconstruction
for Victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake
— Focusing on Elderly Women Living Separately in the Town of Otsuchi, Iwate Prefecture —
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Abstract Victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake are still rebuilding their lives. Neighborhood interaction
needs to be considered part of the process of rebuilding one’s life. The current study interviewed elderly residents
of the Town of Otsuchi who had difficulty reconnecting with neighbors and rebuilding their houses. This study
explored ways to rebuild homes while maintaining neighborhood interactions for elderly women living separately.
This study also examined methods of support to restore neighborhood interaction. Trips to and from home decreased
as a result of living separately. A sense of togetherness must be fostered with neighbors and people need to have
common experiences. Elderly women were not positioned well to interact during reconstruction. These findings
indicate that the functioning of a community is maintained when there is a site offering a form of support and
someone is overseeing that site.

Key words : Great East Japan Earthquake, Neighborhood interaction, Residing separately,
Reconstructed homes, Interviews
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Fig.1 Changes in the number of people interacting:

subjects who resided separately
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Fig.2 Changes in the number of people interacting:
subjects who did not reside separately
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