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Evacuation Behavior in Response to the Tsunami Caused by the 2011 Earthquake off
the Pacific Coast of Tohoku
— A Case Study in the Toyoma Area of the City of Iwaki, Fukushima Prefecture —
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Abstract The current study examined the awareness of and experiences with disasters prior to the Great East
Japan Earthquake and it examined evacuation behavior at the time. Respondents lived in the Toyoma area, which
was the hardest hit portion of the City of Iwaki, Fukushima Prefecture. The aim of this study was to compile basic
findings on evacuation plans. This survey revealed a time lag from when the earthquake struck until respondents
started evacuating. This lag depended on where respondents were and their behavior. People who were working
delayed evacuating until they were mostly finished and people who were driving went home first before evacuating.

Key words : The Great East Japan Earthquake, fishing village, evacuation of Tsunami, Toyoma, Iwaki, living space
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Table 2 Experiences with and lessons learned from past disasters
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Table 3 The sense of crisis produced by disasters

[Epas s L R
N) HH (A
[ERaE NN 241 22
F ) R R 42 4 (9.5%)
7 ) R IR s 166 16 (9.6%)
Fd MRS 33 2
FEE 241 A

LTEBIZ, DL BEOREEIRL EB->TnE
L7z ? ] v RnAola

Table 4 Age of respondent and awareness
of the tsunami
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Table 5 Whether respondents evacuated immediately
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Table 6 When evacuation started
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Table 7 Where respondents were when
the earthquake occurred
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Table 8 Where respondents were when the earthquake
occurred and their behavior afterwards
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Table 9 Behavior when the earthquake occurred
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Table 10 People who were together when the
earthquake occurred
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Table 11 Impending arrival of the tsunami
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Table 12 The impetus for evacuation
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Fig.1 The impetus for evacuation
by when respondents started evacuating
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Fig.2 The impetus for evacuation
by where respondents were
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Table 15 Initial evacuation site
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Fig.3 The impetus for evacuation
by the initial evacuation site
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Table 16 Reasons for choosing the evacuation site
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