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Relationship between Teacher Involvement to Encourage Prosocial Behavior
and the Developmental Preparations of Young Children
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between teacher involvement to encourage
prosocial behavior and the developmental preparations of young children. A participant observational study was
conducted with a class of 40 second graders and their homeroom teacher at a private high school. Results suggested
that there is a link between a teacher’s involvement and the process by which children develop prosocial behavior.
As an example, the teacher encouraged students to think about the feelings of others, which led to empathy. As
another example, the teacher encouraged role-taking ability by issuing instructions that engendered a sense of
responsibility in children. In other words, a teacher’s involvement prompts prosocial behavior in specific stages.
This approach effectively encouraged prosocial behavior.
Key words : Prosocial behavior, Altruistic behavior, Empathy, Self-esteem, Participant observation
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Fig.1 Model of prosocial behavior
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