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The Tales Spun by Awa Naoko
: The Silver Peacock and The Tale of Fuyukichi and the Bear
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Abstract Awa Naoko’s fantasy tales often involve themes of the main character creating something with cloth or
thread by sewing, knitting, or weaving. The current paper will focus on the “woven fabrics” featured in her writing.
The story of “The Silver Peacock” begins with a young weaver receiving a request to make a woven banner
incorporating the image of a peacock. The request comes from an elderly man, who is actually a peacock in
disguise and his daughters, who are actually peacock princesses. The elderly man requests a green peacock, the
symbol of the royal family, while the princesses request a silver peacock, which is an image they find captivating.
To fulfill both requests, the young weaver decides to weave the silver peacock into one side of the banner and the
green peacock into the other. When he tries to do this, however, he is transported from the real world into the
banner. What was Awa trying to depict in this story? This paper will discuss the worlds created by “working” with
thread and cloth in Awa’s works.

Key words : Naoko Awa, Woven fabric, The Silver Peacock, The Tule of Fuyukichi and the Bear
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