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The Philosophical Characteristics of Shiizdo Kuki’s Emotion Theory
—Through Comparison with René Descartes’s Les passions de I’dme—
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[Abstract]

This essay aims to elucidate the philosophical characteristics of Shiizo Kuki’s emotion theory through comparison
with René Descartes’s Les passions de I’'ame.

Firstly, this study will compare the meaning of emotion in the work of both philosophers. Descartes examined the
emotion of pathos, holding that it included the mental functions perception, sentiment and emotion and the physical
functions generation, preservation and reinforcement. In contrast, Kuki examined emotion in relation to aspects of
existence which unified mind and body from the viewpoint of the "whole man’, including contingency, necessity and
possibility.

Secondly, this discussion will compare Kuki and Descartes’s philosophical classification of emotion. Descartes
separated pathos into basic passion and special passion depending on its good or bad ethical position and the
conceptuality of time. In contrast, Kuki classified emotion by the relationship between humans and the surrounding
world, other people, the concept of time or the direction of mood.

Thirdly, this study will compare Kuki and Descartes’s respective philosophical methods of dealing with emotion.
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Descartes believed that the real nature of pathos was good and advocated that the abuse of pathos or the excess of
pathos should be avoided. In contrast, Kuki advocated that emotion should be dealt with by suffering without
bitterness in a state of ease or resignation.

Thus, through examining the ways in which Kuki and Descartes treat emotion, the philosophical meaning of

Kuki’s emotion theory will be elucidated.
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