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The theme of The “Kuwanomi-Temple Picture Scroll”

(Kuwanomi-Temple Emaki)

KOTANTI Ryoko

[Abstract] The “Kuwanomi-Temple Picture Scroll” (Kuwanomi-Temple

Emaki) is depicts the story of the Kuwanomi-Temple beginning. This
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Picture Scroll was made to order by Yoshiharu Ashikaga the shogun
of the Ashikaga shogunate in 1532 year.

At that time, he had taken refuge in the Kuwanomi-Temple for vassal
rebellion. So the prior studies thought this Picture Scroll theme is the
defeat of the vassal rebellion. But by the time of make Emaki,
Yoshiharu had already reconciled with the enemy. So, this paper
wants to review the subject matter.

The Tenchi-Emperor’s fourth daughter falls sick in the capital of
Shiga in this Emaki story. Then, the Tenchi-Emperor builds a temple,
and he commanded to pray to monk-Jyoe for his daughter. Then the
Yakushi-Tathagata (The Tathagata who cures disease) emerges from
the lake, and his daughter’s illness was healed. However, Tenchi-
Emperor did not go to the temple.

Afterwards, the Yakushi-Tathagata flew to the east. And
YakushiTathagata got to the Kuwanomi Mountain. The footprints of
the Yakushi-Tathagata now remain on the rocks. But the Moon
Buddha and the Sun Buddha, the Twelve Gods, did not come with the
Yakushi-Tathagata. They are vassals of the Yakushi-Tathagata. The
monk-Jyoe built the temple on the Kuwanomi Mountain for the
Yakushi-Tathagata.

Several decades later, the fourth daughter of Tenchi-Emperor became
Emperor.

Her name was Genmei-Emperor. Genmei went to the Kuwanomi-

temple and worshiped the footprints of the Yakushi-Tathagata. Then,

two pheasants flew in. They were incarnation of Moon and Sun

Buddha. Then, the Moon and the Sun Buddha, and the Twelve Gods
came to the Kuwanomi-Temple. The Kuwanomi-Temple is complete
and the story ends.

Tenchi-Emperor is the mastermind who does not go to the temple,
only by doing the instruction in this story. But the fourth daughter
Genmei-Emperor goes to Kuwanomi-Temple from the distant capital
city. They are ancient people, and this story is an old Tale.

The minister Konoe-Hisamichi instructed to make “Kuwanomi-
Temple Picture Scroll” to Doctor-Jyuchiin in the year 1532. However,
he did not go to the Kuwanomi -Temple. Instead, he sent the Doctor-
Jyuchiin to the Kuwanomi-Temple. He consulted with shogun-
Yoshiharu about making “Kuwanomi-Temple Picture Scroll”. When
the “Kuwanomi-Temple Picture Scroll” was completed, the minister
showed the Picture Scroll to his fifth daughter.

The fifth daughter of the minister-Konoe from the capital of Kyoto
comes to the Kuwanomi-temple, and she was married Yoshiharu-
Ashikaga who the 12th shogun of the Ashikaga shogunate at 1534
year. Many retainers came with her.

The emperor-Tenchi is the minister-Konoe. They are fathers, and do
the first instruction,but not go to the temple. The monk-Jyoe is

They are the executor in this marriage story.
They are both

Doctor-Jyuchiin.
Genmei-Emperor is minister-Konoe’s daughter.
younger sisters and go from the distant capital to the Kuwanomi
Temple. When they come, Kuwanomi Temple is be perfect. The

minister-Konoe wanted his daughter to marry the shogun-Yoshiharu
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by her own will.

The theme of this Picture Scroll is the marriage of the shogun-
Yoshiharu and the minister-Konoe’s daughter.

[Key Words] Kuwanomi-Temple, Yoshiharu-Ashikaga, Konoe,

Emperor, marriage
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